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December 4, 2011 at 9:15 & 11:15 a.m. 
Wrapped Up 

The holiday season comes with expectations of great joy, but an undercurrent of sadness can also frame the festivities. 

Sometimes the joy feels forced. How can we celebrate the gladness of the season while also being present to the 

struggles within, among, and beyond us? This is a Story Sunday; young people are invited to Channing Hall for brief, 

multi-generational worship before going to Sunday school. 

Worship Leader: Rev. Bill Neely      Worship Associate: Patricia Hennigan 

Music:  Jeffrey Fadden—guitar, Brandon Waddles—piano, Marjorie Herman 

December 11, 2011 at 9:15 & 11:15 a.m. 
When the World Ends 

Hanukkah is a little over a week away, inviting reflection on that ancient story of an occupied people, a desecrated 

temple, and a light that would not burn out. Join the UU Princeton community for a service on light, love, and other 

miracles. 

Worship Leader: Rev. Bill Neely      Worship Associate: Buzz Herman 

Music:  Adult Choir, Brandon Waddles—piano, Marjorie Herman 

December 18, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 
Hanging of the Greens (An All Ages Service) 

Join us for a day of joy as we once again celebrate this longstanding congregational tradition. The unique, three-part 

service features caroling in Channing Hall, drama in Fahs Theatre, and the creation and hanging of a garland of 

greens to encircle our entire sanctuary. You won‘t want to miss it! 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Bill Neely       Worship Associate:  All Worship Associates  

Music: Oompah Band, Brandon Waddles—piano, Marjorie Herman 

December 24, 2011 
Christmas Eve  

A Holy Night (An All Ages Service) at 7:00 p.m. 

Songs, Silence, and Story (A Contemplative Service) at 9:00 p.m. 

A Christmas Communion at 11:30 p.m. 
Please see Page 5 for more information 

December 25, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 
A Shared World (An All Ages Service) 

A story by the poet Naomi Shihab Nye about strangers sharing cookies in an airport terminal frames this service about 

building the beloved community. A milk and cookies communion will center our time together as we collectively 

imagine the world we‘d like to create, together. 

Worship Leader: Rev. Bill Neely     Worship Associate:  Marjorie Herman 

Music:  Marjorie Herman 

January 1, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 
Resolved (An All Ages Service) 

How shall we begin this year and live more fully during it? Through the ritual of making resolutions, we‘ll consider 

the spirit in which we‘d like to live our days, the commitments we‘d like to make and grow, and the communities 

we‘d like to bless and hold. 

Worship Leader: Rev. Bill Neely     Worship Associate:  Alex Sandberg     Music:  Marjorie Herman 
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December is the busiest month of the 

church year for me, and also my 

favorite. I love our interweaving of 

holy insights from many different 

sources into our living tradition. I love 

how many people who‘ve drifted away 

from the congregation find their way 

back at some point during the month. I 

love how many visitors give us a try 

this month. I love the familiar hymns, 

the old stories, the candles, and holy 

words. I love church all the time, but 

more so in December than any other 

time of year.  

 

And yet the pace of the month can be 

bruising. The calendar just fills up with 

events and trips and responsibilities; 

many involving people we care for and 

love, and yet we just can‘t keep up 

with everything. And because the 

season involves giving gifts, many of 

us also find ourselves stretched 

financially. Shopping becomes our 

most common ritual, and we are 

often tempted to spend more than 

we can afford on items that may 

not really mean much anyway.  

 

Church reminds us of something 

deeper at the roots of this holy 

season. We come to church to 

remember peace, goodwill, and 

wonder. We gather in joy to 

celebrate this festive season, and 

yet we hold in love the sadness that 

some bear with great difficulty 

during these memory-filled weeks. 

Church gives us a place to slow 

down, be together, and breathe. It 

reminds us that the great gifts in 

life have nothing to do with 

exhaustion and spending, but with 

peace and community.     

 

I hope you‘ll find time to slow 

down this month. I hope you‘ll sing 

the songs that bring you joy and tell 

the stories that soothe your spirit. I 

hope you‘ll call a friend or family 

member if you‘re sad. I hope you‘ll 

The Good News 
Reverend Bill Neely 

Welcome New 

Members! 

 
Karen Nalbone 

Elinor Williams 

 

 

 

give the gifts you can in joy and 

love, but that you‘ll also ignore 

false promises that you‘ll find 

fulfillment through shopping. I 

hope you spend time with people 

who mean something to you and 

open your heart to new friends, 

as well. If you travel, I hope you 

do so safely. If you stay home, I 

hope it‘s warm and loving. 

 

And mostly, I hope church is a 

place where we remind each 

other and our neighbors of the 

real gifts of the season. Let us 

look with wonder upon new life, 

new light, soothing darkness, 

and sustaining communities. Let 

us embrace with gratitude the 

peace that awaits our refusal to 

over-extend ourselves. May we 

awaken again to the ancient 

truths of mystery and reverence. 

And may we share often during 

this busy month the good news 

that our most important gifts; 

peace and love, bless the world 

each and every holy day. 

An Installation Thank You! 
 

Because there is one of me and many 

of you, and because typically a 

minister who is new to the 

congregation is Installed into the 

existing body of faith, it‘s easy to 

focus on the minister during Acts of 

Installation. These rituals often 

become ―the minister‘s‖ Installation. 

But in reality, the Installation is all 

of ours; it‘s the formal recognition of 

all of our commitment to our shared 

ministry. The act is really about you, 

the congregation, and me, your 

minister, and the hopeful spirit in 

which we celebrate our mutual call 

and commitment. 

 

And did we ever celebrate on Nov. 

6! I‘m so grateful to everyone who 

brought their love and support to the 

service and for those who couldn‘t 

be there but sent their affection in 

from afar. My colleagues had many, 

many warm and supportive things 

to say about the congregation. 

Shannon and I are very happy to be 

here in New Jersey, where I am 

honored and called to serve this 

congregation. You have a long and 

proud history that I am still 

learning about, and yet you‘re 

eager to stride into the future and 

share widely the blessings of 

Unitarian Universalism. These are 

exciting times, and I thank you so 

very much for the spirit of our 

beginning, the expansive scope of 

our shared dreams, and your 

commitment to our congregation 

and faith. Consider us successfully 

Installed! And now may our shared 

ministry bless our lives, our 

community, and our world, for 

many years to come.         ~Rev. Bill 
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Religious Education for Children and Youth 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Our hopes & focus this year are: 1) 

LGBT advocacy, 2) Homelessness 

awareness, and 3) Service to the 

Habitat community.  We also plan 

to go to GA this year! We’d love 

your support!  

 

Looking forward to skit-writing 

and holiday fun!!  

DECEMBER 2011 YOUTH 

Just 

about 

Every 

Sunday 

Morning 

Morning Youth 

Group in Room 

15, unless other-

wise noted 

11:15—

12:30p 

12/4 Youth Leader-

ship Meeting 

10:30—

11:00 a 

12/4 Youth Group 11:15—

12:30p 

12/10 UUCP Holiday 

Party—All ages 

are welcome 

4:00—

6:30p 

12/11 Youth Leader-

ship Meeting 

10:30—

11:00a 

12/11 Youth Group 11:15—

12:30p 

12/16-

17 

Youth Skit Writ-

ing Lock-in 

Fri, 7p— 

Sat, 11a 

12/18 ―Hanging of 

the Greens‖ 
Skit 

10:00a 

12/25 Christmas Day No YG/

No RE 

 

Children’s Worship & 

Religious Education 

Schedule 
 

Sunday, December 4 
Rev. Neely’s Lesson 

9:15 and 11:15 a.m. Fahs Theatre 
 

Sunday, December 11 
Miracles 

9:15 and 11:15 a.m. Fahs Theatre 
 

Sunday, December 18 
Hanging of the Greens 

No RE Today 
Children are encouraged to 

worship together with their 

families in Channing Hall.  

Childcare will be available. 
10:00 a.m. Channing Hall 

 

Sunday, December 24 
Family Christmas Eve 
Childcare will not be available. 

7:00 p.m. Channing Hall 
 

Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day 

No RE Today 
Children are encouraged to 

worship together with their 

families in Channing Hall 
Childcare will not be available. 

10:00 a.m. Channing Hall 
 

Sunday, January 1 
New Year’s Day 

No RE Today 
Children are encouraged to 

worship together with their 

families in Channing Hall 
10:00 a.m. Channing Hall 

 

If you have any questions, call 

Lorraine Shiarappa 
609-924-1604, ext. 14)  

lorraine @uuprinceton.org 

 

 

HOLIDAY PARTY! 

The whole community is invited to 

the Holiday Party to be held on Dec 

10 from 4-6:30pm. There will be 

craft activities to create decorations 

for our tree, a potluck and singing 

around the piano. Anyone who can 

help is invited to sit at a craft table, 

serve soup, or help to tidy up 

afterwards.  Details will arrive in 

your email.  ~Lorraine Shiarappa 

Please contact Pia O’Loughlin  

via e-mail: 

ypc @ uuprinceton.org  

Christmas Magic 

It is something magical to look up 

at the sky on a cold, crisp night 

and  consider the stars. Light from 

the heavens, from thousands of 

years ago is just now reaching us. 

It was written that such a spark of 

light guided three wise men. We 

are reminded by  the light of eight 

candles that a miracle happened. 

As the cold, dark, long winter 

approaches, seek the light. Seek 

community. Seek joy.  Hold a little 

light within as promise of the 

future.  Hold a little light within, 

but let it shine and shine out to the 

world. Peace to all.    
 ~Lorraine Shiarappa 
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Introducing Theme-Based  

Ministry 
One of the most interesting recent 

developments in congregational life is 

called Theme-Based Ministry, an 

approach that organizes different 

programs within the congregation around 

a cycle of spiritual themes. Each month, a 

common theme is intentionally 

considered in worship, religious 

education, music, small-group ministry, 

and other programs. We‘re finding that 

this approach strengthens the 

congregation in several ways: 

 It deepens the congregation‘s 

understanding of Unitarian 

Universalist approaches to spiritual 

questions, 

 It connects members and friends as 

we collectively engage common 

themes, 

 It helps us grow as we consider the 

big questions in our lives, 

 And it threads the programs of the 

congregation together. 

 

Theme-Based ministry works differently 

in every congregation, and we will begin 

experimenting with the program here at 

UU Princeton in January. Starting then, 

we will engage each monthly theme in 

several ways: at least one Sunday 

morning worship service on the theme, a 

Children‘s worship service each month on 

it, reflection on the theme in our monthly 

newsletter, small group ministry sessions 

around the theme, musical reflection on 

the theme during worship, and 

hopefully, some electronic 

engagement around the theme. This 

is just where we‘re starting – your 

ideas are always welcome as we 

develop this shared ministry. 
 

After consulting with the 

Membership Committee (as we 

hope to organize new member 

circles around the monthly themes), 

we‘ve decided on the themes for the 

rest of the year: 
 

January – Wholeness 

February - Hope 

March - Vision 

April - Transformation 

May - Transcendence 
 

Keep an eye on the newsletter each 

month for how you can help 

develop this aspect of our ministry 

together. In particular, if you‘d like 

to lead small-group sessions 

(newcomer circles, covenant 

groups, or discussion groups) on the 

themes, with plenty of ministerial 

support, please contact Rev. Bill. 

Your spirit will deepen and your 

connections will multiply. We‘re 

looking forward to Theme-Based 

Ministry drawing us closer together, 

enhancing our shared experiences, 

and reminding us of our shared 

lives.    ~Rev. Bill 
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December 24, Christmas Eve Services* 
 

7 p.m., A Holy Night, Rev. Bill Neely (An All-Ages Service) 

Join the UU Princeton community for a multigenerational celebration of Christmas. Carols, 

candles, and stories will mark our sacred time as we remember, in the words of Sophia Fahs, 

that ―each night a child is born is a holy night.‖ 

 

9 p.m., Songs, Silence, and Story, Rev. Bill Neely (Contemplative Service) 

Come share in the traditional Christmas story accompanied by modern sources of wisdom. 

Music, silence, and candlelight will lead us into the soothing darkness and toward the inspiring 

light. 

 

11:30 p.m. - Midnight, A Christmas Communion, Rev. Bill Neely 

All are welcome to join those for whom the life and story of Jesus is of central importance in a 

Communion vesper service. As midnight comes, we‘ll feed each other bread and wine and 

recall some of our faith‘s earliest traditions. When the hour turns, we‘ll begin this sacred day 

together in a loving and peaceful community. All are welcome at this Communion table. 

 

*All Christmas Eve Offerings benefit the Minister‘s Discretionary Fund, a confidential source 

of community assistance and congregational development 
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―Get Plugged In‖ Join a Covenant Circle 
Covenant Circles create community, encourage spiritual 

growth, and invite authentic connection with one another.  

After a check in and short meditation, participants reflect 

on and share responses to questions that 

evoke our individual sacred stories. 

• There is time for discussion, questions, 

and socializing for the last 20 to 30 

minutes of each Circle.  (The previous 

format did not give enough opportunity 

for this.)  

•  Each Circle is encouraged to get together socially a 

few times and/or work together on a social justice or 

service project.   

• We grow new groups as needed, so that we hopefully 

turn no one away.  

• Circles meet from year to year. 
 

Please sign up at the Adult Program table in Robinson 

Lounge or contact Rev. Bill Neely at bill @ 

uuprinceton.org, 609-924-1604, ext. 11 if you are 

interested in joining a Covenant Circle. 
 

NEW PROGRAMS 

YYounger Adults Core 

December 11 at 12:30 p.m. in the Founders 

Room 
Inaugural meeting of the Younger Adults Core!  

After the second service, join us for brunch.  

Anyone 18-and-over who relates to the phrase 

―Younger Adults Core‖ is welcome! 

It will be what we make it: come be the WE. 

Child Care available upon request 

RSVP, so we know the number of folk for whom 

to plan brunch.    Craig@UUPrinceton.org  
(Adult Programs continued on page 7) 

DO YOU HAVE A PROGRAM IDEA? 
Is there a program or group that you would like to see at 

UUCP?  Let us know and we‘ll try to make it happen. 

Do you have an idea for a program or group you would like to 

facilitate?  We invite anyone with an idea for an Adult Pro-

gram to submit a proposal to the Adult Program Committee. 

The proposal should contain  

 an outline of the content  

 the target audience and maximum number of participants 

 time line (how many weeks/hours the course will require) 

 suggested dates and times 

 any costs for materials associated with the course (no fees 

may be charged for presenting an adult program) 

All proposals will be reviewed by the Adult Program Commit-

tee and the ministers. Final scheduling and publicizing of the 

course will be the responsibility of the Adult Program Com-

mittee and the facilitators).  Please submit any proposals to 

Rev. Bill Neely,  bill@uuprinceton.org.  

Adult Programs 

NEWCOMERS’ EVENTS 

The programs planned and presented by the Adult 

Program Committee seek to further the mission of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Princeton by 

building community; nurturing spiritual growth; and 

being an active force for building a more 

compassionate, sustainable, and just world.  

Signing the Membership Book Ceremony 
 

This ceremony of becoming a member is for those who 

have previously taken the ‖Exploring UU‖ class or have 

been in a Newcomer Circle and want to become 

members. Please sign-up at the Welcome Circle or 

contact Rev. Bill Neely at 609-924-1604 ext 11 to 

arrange a time. We will also have opportunities to sign 

the book in our worship services.  

Exploring Unitarian Universalism 

Workshop and Series 
 

For those curious about Unitarian Universalism, or 

those considering membership in the congregation, we 

invite you to attend one of our newcomers‘ 

workshops, called Exploring Unitarian Universalism 

(UU). This workshop provides a basic introduction to 

our faith, beliefs, and congregation. There will also be 

a tour of the building and plenty of question and 

answer time. Best of all – you‘ll get to meet other 

people curious about Unitarian Universalism, as well 

as several of the people on our Welcoming Team. 

Most sessions are led by Rev. Bill. 
 

Exploring UU comes in two formats: 

On Saturday, February 4 we will offer a one-session 

workshop from 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Lunch will be 

provided. If interested please sign up at the Welcome 

Circle, or call Marty Akers at 609-737-3948, or e-

mail welcome@uuprinceton.org 
 

We will offer three 1-hour sessions from 12:30-1:30 

p.m. on Sundays February 19, 26, and March 4. 
We invite participants to grab something to eat at the 

Sunday brunch and bring it to the session. More 

information is available at the Welcome Circle after 

worship each week. 
 

Wine* and Cheese Open House for Newcomers - 
On occasional Sundays from 4:00 to 6:00 pm (about 

once every other month).  Children are welcome but 

there are no planned activities.  Next date: Sunday, 

January 22.  *Non-alcoholic beverages will also be 

served.  Sign up at the Welcome table or call Marty 

Akers  at 609-737-3948.  

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 

mailto:Craig@UUPrinceton.org
mailto:welcome@uuprinceton.org
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Winter Solstice Yoga 

December 19, 6-8 pm in the Founders Room 
 

WWinter Solstice Yoga 

December 19, 6-8 pm in the Founders Room 
The UUCP community is invited to set some time aside the 

Monday evening before Winter Solstice for a gentle yoga 

practice that honors both the darkest night of the year, as 

well as the light that slowly increases the length of 

upcoming days. No yoga experience is necessary. Pre-

registration is required by Wednesday, December 14, as a 

minimum of five people are needed for the class to take 

place – please e-mail Shannon Neely at 

shannonneely@yahoo.com to sign up, or if you have any 

questions.  
  

ONGOING PROGRAMS  
BBuddhist Meditation Group 

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays:  December 4 & 18 at 

1:00 in Room 1 (downstairs) 
When there are two services we meet at 1:00 pm. When 

there is one service, we meet at 11:30 am. 
 

We are trying to incorporate meditation into our daily living. 

Those of us who have had even a taste of this practice know 

the simple act of sitting quietly together can create a greater 

sense of peace. Yet, even knowing its benefits, many of us 

struggle to make this practice part of our lives. 

Our meetings combine a period of meditation with a time to 

examine and discuss our responses to Buddhist teachings.  

Lately, we have drawn on short readings from Pema 

Chodrun's "Comfortable With Uncertainty" to learn more 

about Buddhist perspectives and to focus our discussion.  

We do have copies of the Chodrun book to share, and it can 

also be found in the UUCP bookstore in Robinson Lounge. 
 

If you are interested in exploring these ideas and practices, 

do join us.  If you have questions about the group or want to 

be certain about the time of our meetings as the 

congregation schedule changes, contact Michele Ochsner 

mochsner@work.rutgers.edu  609-924-1166; Dana 

Powsner danapowsner@comcast.net   609-924-5891; or 

Henry Powsner powsner@comcast.net  609-924-5891. 
 

YYoga for health, well-being and peace of mind 

Thursdays 9:15—10:30 a.m. in the Founders 

Room 

Cost:  Donation to UUCP Yoga Fund accepted 

Yoga for health, well-being and peace of mind  

Thursdays 9:15—10:30 a.m. in the Founders Room (*please 

note, the Tuesday morning sessions have been canceled*) 

Come join Sharon on Thursday mornings for Yoga and take 

time out of your hectic life to re-center, rejuvenate, and 

nourish your body, mind and soul. The class will be slightly 

(Adult Programs continued from page 6) more fluid, using the breath to take us through Sun 

Salutations as well as static poses to deepen our 

practice.  

Please join us in class to supplement your home 

practice. 
 

For more information, see the Adult Program Table in 

Robinson Lounge on Sundays. 
 

In honor of the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday, all are 

welcome on Monday night, November 21, for a 

gratitude-themed yoga class. This special session will 

take place from 6-8 p.m. in the Founders Room. There 

is no cost, however, donations to the UUCP Yoga Fund 

will be accepted. Pre-registration is requested, please 

send an e-mail to shannonneely@yahoo.com to 

register.  
 

AAging and Saging 

Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesdays,  

December 14 at 10:30a-Noon, in the John 

Murray Room. 
The Aging and Saging Group will meet on Wednesday, 

November 30 at 10:30 AM in the Murray Room. All 

are welcome and new members are encouraged to join 

the group. We will continue discussion of 

contemporary Unitarian Universalism. A source of 

inspiration for this discussion is the current issue of UU 

WORLD, the cover article entitled "Faith in Our 

Future." The article contains six essays based on 

presentations by ministers at a UUA 50th anniversary 

symposium in Boston last year.  The Aging and Saging 

group will also meet Wednesday, December 14.   

  ~Carol Allen  carolkallen@msn.com. 
 

GGreat Books Reading Circle 

Second Sundays at 1:00 pm in Room 7 

     Next date: December 11 
 

The Magician of Lublin by Isaac Bashevis Singer -   

― … Yasha Mazur is a Houdini-like performer whose 

skill has made him famous throughout eastern Poland. 

Half Jewish, half gentile, a freethinker who slips easily 

between worlds, Yasha has an observant Jewish wife, a 

gentile assistant who travels with him, and a mistress in 

every town. For Yasha is an escape artist, not only 

onstage but in life, a man who lives under the spell of 

his own hypnotic effect on women. Now, though, his 

exploits are catching up with him, and he is tempted to 

make one final escape—from his wife and her faith and 

their homeland. 
 

Set in the shtetls and Warsaw of the 1870s—but first 

published in 1960—Isaac Bashevis Singer‘s second 

novel hides a haunting psychological portrait inside a 

beguiling parable. At its heart, this is a book about the 

burden of sexual freedom. As such, it belongs on a 

(Adult Programs continued on page 8) 

mailto:shannonneely@yahoo.com?subject=Winter%20Solstice%20Yoga
mailto:shannonneely@yahoo.com
mailto:carolkallen@msn.com
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small shelf with such midcentury 

classics as Rabbit, Run; The 

Adventures of Augie March; and The 

Moviegoer. As Milton Hindus wrote 

in The New York Times Book Review, 

ôThe pathos of the ending may move 

the reader to tears, but they are not 

sentimental tears . . . [Singer] is a 

writer of far greater than ordinary 

powers.‘ ― – Publisher‘s (Macmillan) 

book site. 

How can you resist! Join us.  For 

more information email or call Karen 

Siracusa at kn.siracusa@att.net or 609

-918-1016 
 

CCU U P S  ( C o v e n a n t  o f 

Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 

Evergreen Chapter 

     Friday near the Full Moon, 

7:00-9:30 pm, Memorial Garden 

in fine weather, Classroom 1 

otherwise.   
 

For more information about us and 

our  ac t i v i t i e s ,  contac t  Eva 

(likelystories@yahoo.com) or Elissa 

(atsilvgvhe@gmail.com). 

AA  Course in Miracles 

Sundays 11:15 am—12:30 pm 

in Room 8 
 

December 4 Review lesson 215 is a 

review of lesson 195 ―Love is the way 

I walk in gratitude.‖ 
 

December 11 Review lesson 216 is a 

review of lesson 196 ―It can but be 

myself I crucify.‖ 
 

December 18 There is no meeting 

today. 
 

December 25 There is no meeting 

today. 
 

The study group is continuing to 

review the lessons in the Workbook 

for students. Please note there is no 

meeting on December 18, 25 or 

January 1. We will resume meeting on 

January 8, 2012. 
 

All are welcome to join the study 

group at any time at 11:15 in room 8 

each Sunday morning.  
 ~Hil Anderson 

(Adult Programs continued from page 7) Community Building 

WOMEN’S ALLIANCE 
Women‘s Alliance invites you to their 

annual holiday brunch on December 15. 

The Skillman Singers, led by Dotty 

Westgate, will entertain. Lunch begins at 

12:00 followed by the program in 

Channing at 1:00. Please b ring a 

sandwich to share. Soup, beverages and 

desserts will be provided. All are 

welcome.  ~Mary Ascher 

 

MEN’S CLUB 
Meets on the second Tuesdays of the 

month, October through April.  It is a 

luncheon and discussion format, 

beginning at noontime with a delicious 

meal prepared by long time chef and club 

sponsor, Roger Hoff, served at around 

12:30.  Contact Bob Flora for more 

information, 908-874-0789 or 

robertf481@aol.com 

 

UU CONNECTIONS 
The New Year is a good time to resurrect 

the UU Connections Committee. 

Although the committee has not been 

active since several active members either 

moved away or got fully involved in the 

Ministerial Search Committee, UUCP has 

had almost full General Assembly 

delegations including youth. And for the 

first time in UUCP history, the Social 

Action Committee two years ago 

sponsored a delegate with financial 

support. Meanwhile UUCP has been 

active at the District Level with Ted Fetter 

as District President and UUCP as a 

generous donor in the Chalice Lighter 

Fund. Publicity for Star Island and 

Murray Grove has resulted in members of 

our congregation participating in those 

UU centers. 

However a committee can do even more 

to assure that our congregation takes full 

advantage of the opportunities offered by 

the denomination. 

A UU Connections Committee 

reorganization meeting is scheduled for 

Sunday, January 8 between services. New 
(Community continued on page 11) 

mailto:kn.siracusa@att.net
mailto:likelystories@yahoo.com
mailto:atsilvgvhe@gmail.com
mailto:robertf481@aol.com
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Grace Notes DECEMBER HYMN OF THE MONTH 
Our hymn for December is No. 238, a lilting melody by 

a well known UU composer of many of our hymns, 

Betty Jo Angebrandt.  You may recognize this tune 

from Hymn No. 147, ―When All the Peoples on This 

Earth.  Betty Jo has served as Director of Music at the 

UU Church of Annapolis, MD.  The text was written by 

Robert Lehman, 1913-1997.  As a UU Minister, he 

served the First Unitarian Church in Minneapolis, MN 

and the First Unitarian Church of San Jose, CA among 

other congregations.  

Call for Wind and Brass Players.   Our annual ―Hanging 

of the Greens‖ service is Dec. 18, and we‘d love to have new 

wind and brass players in our Oompah Band.  The OB adds a 

decidedly festive flair of this service.  If interested, contact 

Herb Foster, Herb_foster@yahoo.com.  
 

ALL MUSIC SUNDAY, new date 
Our annual service of music has been rescheduled for 

Sunday, Jan. 29.  Called ―Alleluia: A World of Expressions‖ 

the service will include folk songs from all across the globe, 

as well as Classical and blues settings.  Our friend, jazz 

singer Doris Spears will be our guest singing Leonard 

Cohen‘s poignant ―Hallelujah,‖ and our beloved Beth Ertz 

will return to join Brandon Waddles in a duet.  The Adult 

Choir, Bell Choir, and Kids‘ Chorale will offer their 

contributions, and, of course, the congregation will raise its 

collective voice in song. 
 

Music Ministry Ensembles  
 Adult Choir.  There‘s still room for all interested.  

Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 7:30pm til 

9:00pm.  Singers of all stripes are welcome!  We‘ll 

be working toward our Martin Luther King, Jr. 

services on Jan. 15, featuring a new composition by 

our own Brandon Waddles, AND our Jan. 29 ALL 

MUSIC SUNDAY, when all the ensembles will 

combine in ―Alleluia:  A World of Expressions,‖ 

featuring music from many styles and cultures. 
 
 

 Kids Chorale.   We‘d love to welcome your 

child(ren) to the ranks of the Kids‘ Chorale. 

 The Kids‘ rehearse on Sundays between services 

in Room 2.  If you think your child(ren) would 

be interested, you can bring them to our first 

rehearsal of the new year, Jan. 22. 
 

For all information on joining our ensembles, contact 

Marjorie at marjmuse@optonline.net, or call Marjorie at 609-

924-1604, ext. 16.    
 

Sunday Serenades 2011-12   Here‘s our dynamite line-up.  

Mark your calendars NOW!! 

NEW!! You can now order tickets online at 

www.ticketriver.com, or just click on the ―Get Tickets‖ 

button that appears at the description of each event. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 4, 3:00pm    An Afternoon of Franz 

Schubert    In the tradition of the ―Schubertiad‖ parlor 

concerts that Schubert gave for his friends, Paul-André 

Bempechat will delight you with a solo piano recital filled 

with the memorable melodies that have made this early 

Romantic composer so beloved through the ages.  Paul-Andre 

has shared his considerable talent with audiences worldwide.  

Currently on the faculty of Rider University, he has 

performed at Boston‘s Jordan Hall, Harvard University‘s 

Sanders Theatre, Stockholm‘s Konserthus; as well as on 

National Public Radio. 
 

Sunday, February 19, 3:00pm    A Tale of Two 

Cities   On the program will be music of Edward 

Elgar, Frank Bridge, and Claude Debussy.  This 

enchanting concert will be performed by the Amabile 

String Quartet.   Comprised of four of the area‘s finest 

string players, Amabile will transport you to the music 

of London and Paris with beauty, relish and 

sophistication.   
 

Sunday, April 29, 3:00pm   The Prophets Speak   
This year‘s UUCP Music Ministry Spring Concert will 

include settings of sages throughout history, including 

St. Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther King, Jr., Mother 

Teresa, Hildegard of Bingen, and Julian of Norwich.  

The combined UUCP ensembles and special guests will 

present music that will lift your spirit, including a 

newly commissioned work by our Composer-in-

Residence, Brandon Waddles. 
 

Don‘t forget that you can order tickets by going to 

www.ticketriver.com, and searching for the event. Or 

you can always buy tickets at the door. 
 

Looking Ahead – Music Lovers, Awake! 
Perhaps you are a music lover, a supporter of what 

we‘re trying to accomplish, but you are not an active 

participant.   Chances are there‘s something valuable 

you can contribute to our ministry.  You can join our 

Music Ministry Committee, which meets for one hour 

one Wednesday evening per month, to share your ideas 

about enhancing the vibrancy of our Ministry, 

including helping us decide on next year‘s roster of 

concerts for our Sunday Serenades Concert Series.  Or, 
(Music Ministry continued on page 16) 

Music Ministry Mission Statement  
  

To provide, through the power of 
music, a dynamic ministry that will 
inspire transcendent personal 
experiences, draw the 
congregation into greater kinship, 
and bring inspiration to the wider 
community. 

mailto:Herb_foster@yahoo.com
mailto:marjmuse@optonline.net
http://www.ticketriver.com
http://www.ticketriver.com/
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Board of Trustees 

The Mission Covenant  

of the Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation  of Princeton 
 

We come together in a free and open search 

for meaning within the mysteries of life. 
 

We draw inspiration from the wisdom of the 

ages, guided by reason, intuition, and 

experience. 
 

Transformed through our shared explorations, 

we are compelled to build a better World in 

harmony with all existence. 
 

We commit to love, respect, and nurture each 

other in our lifelong spiritual journeys. 
 

We pledge our hearts and hands, our minds 

and means to this sacred bond. 
3/2004 

What’s Your Vision for UUCP? 
 

What is a Congregational Mission Statement? 

A Mission Statement is a simple and clear 

expression of a congregation‘s active ministries 

in the world. The Mission Statement answers 

the question: for what purpose does our 

congregation exist? 
 

What does a Mission Statement look 

like?  

An effective Mission Statement 

should be short – something that 

captures a vision in one sentence or a 

few phrases so that it is easy to recite 

and integrate throughout the life of the 

congregation. You can find examples 

of Mission Statements from other UU 

congregations posted in the Lounge. 
 

Why are we doing this now? 

UU congregations tend to re-evaluate their 

mission statements every 5 to 7 years to ensure 

that the Mission Statement fully reflects their  

priorities.  With the arrival of our new minister, 

Rev. Bill Neely, and the addition of many new 

friends and members to UUCP, we are excited 

to join together, once again, in crafting a new 

Mission Statement for UUCP. Our mission 

covenant, which you can also find posted in the 

Lounge, has served us well. It will be a good 

basis from which to develop our future Mission 

Statement. 
 

What is the process for creating a new Mission 

Statement? 

Our new mission statement will be meaningful 

only to the extent that it reflects the goals that 

we commit to as a community.  We hope to 

engage as many members of our congregation 

as possible in the dialogue to shape the next 

UUCP Mission. Sunday morning forums, 

Board Chats, and social media will all play an 

important role in this process, but one of the 

best ways to be sure that all voices can be 

heard is through cottage meetings. Our hope is 

to offer our new mission statement for a 

congregational vote in early 2012.   
 

What is a ñCottage Meeting?ò 

Cottage meetings are small group meetings 

held in congregants‘ homes. They are kept 

intentionally small (not more than 10 people) 

and informal so that everyone has a chance to share 

ideas and express concerns within a comfortable, 

friendly setting.  Each of our meetings will be 

facilitated by Rev. Bill Neely and will be hosted by a 

member of the UUCP Board of Trustees. In addition 

to being a critical part of the Mission Statement 

creation process, cottage meetings are a great way to 

get to know fellow members of UUCP! 
 

Schedule for Cottage Meetings 

(choose one): 
Fri., Dec. 2, 7-9 PM, Pennington (host: 

Ron & Vicky Campbell) 

Sun., Dec. 4, 3:30 to 5:30 PM, 

Princeton (host: Michele Ochsner & 

Terry Lyons) 

Fri., Dec. 9, 7-9 PM, Hightstown (host: 

Bill Gilmore & Karen Kent) 

Sun., Dec. 11, 3-5 PM, Pennington 

(host: Jon & Susan Sachs) 

Sat., Dec. 17, 7-9 PM, Plainsboro (host: Rona & Rob 

Henry) 

Sun., Dec 18, 12:45-2:45pm, Princeton (host: Diana 

Davies and Jim Reilly) 

Sun., Dec. 18, 7-9 PM, Plainsboro (host: Rona & Rob 

Henry) 

Sun., Jan. 8, 12:45 – 2:45, UUCP (host: Peter 

Macholdt)  
 

Sign-up sheets are available in Robinson Lounge. To 

sign up by email, send a note to 

events@uuprinceton.org 

mailto:events@uuprinceton.org
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SAVE THE DATE AND PUT 

ON YOUR THINKING HAT! 
The UUCP 

Fellowship 

Auction will be 

held on 

January 21 

2012 and we 

are so excited!!! For those new to this 

event, it is an exciting fundraiser 

where members and friends auction 

off services, events and other 

items.  In recent years auctioned items 

have included participating in a 

service at the Abyssinian Baptist 

Church in Harlem followed by a soul 

food dinner, tours of New York, 

Philadelphia, Newark, and Trenton, 

docent guided visits to art museums, 

Peruvian, French, and Moroccan 

dinners,  game nights, hikes, sailing, 

homebrewed beer, a vast array of 

foods and wonderful treats, 

services, lessons, plants, jewelry, 

works of art,  a week on Cape Cod, 

tutoring, childcare and more!    
 

While bidding and winning is 

exciting, the best part is spending 

time with other UU‘s and getting to 

know new people – both at the 

auction and when you take 

advantage of your winnings during 

the dinners, hikes, etc. that occur 

committee members are urged to attend. See January 

Skylights and Happenings for details. 

 

Two Holiday Events Celebrating Peace 
The Coalition for Peace Action will hold its annual 

Candlelight Vigil for Peace and potluck supper on Monday, 

December 12. The vigil will be in Palmer Square from 5:00-

6:00 PM followed by a potluck supper and program from 

6:00-9:00 PM at Nassau Presbyterian Church. 

On Thursday, December 29 from 5:30-7:30 PM, at our 

congregation, an Interfaith Peace Gathering will celebrate 

the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq. 

 

MEET ON DECEMBER 11 to discuss UU's in 

the OCCUPY MOVEMENT PURSUING ECONOMIC 

JUSTICE 
Join an informal discussion group between services on 

Sunday December 11 to learn how other Unitarian 

Universalist congregations and the national leaders at UUA 

Headquarters have been participating in the OCCUPY 

movement. We can also discuss how UUs view economic 

inequality and government policies through a moral lens. 

The intention of this-one time gathering can be to start a 

2012 Study/Action group in our congregation to focus on 

working effectively toward a more just and peaceful 

society.  For more information, visit the website of UUs for 

a Just Economic Community, www.uujec.com or to offer 

your opinion on or experience with The Occupy Movement, 

email me carolkallen@msn.com 
    ~Carol Allen, UU Connections 

(Community continued from page 8) 

WOMEN'S ALLIANCE 
HOLLY MART!!! 

Sunday, December 11 & 18 in the 
Lounge 

  

Wait!  Hold off completing your 

Christmas shopping till you see our 
many interesting and unusual 
gifts:  lovely handmade quilts, Fair 
Trade crafts, mouth-watering 
chocolate candy and delicious 
Christmas cookies. 
Something for everyone!   
 
All proceeds 
benefit 
organizations 
aiding women 
and children.   

~Irene Tedeschi 

throughout the year.  
 

You may have been contacted 

already to ask if you are 

willing to make an offering 

for the auction. If not, you 

probably will be soon.  Put on 

your thinking hat and get 

creative; we are sure that you 

can come up with something 

fun! 
 

 If you have any questions, 

please call Laurie Powsner 

at 609-577-1948. 
 

See you on January 21!! 

 
 

http://www.uujec.com
mailto:carolkallen@msn.com
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November 

Social 

Justice 

Meeting 

Highlights  
This meeting 

was primarily 

devoted to the 

2011-2012 Social Justice Ministry 

budget and the planning for the 

funding of programs.  Program 

representatives presented their funding 

requests and justifications.  New 

funding categories were recommended.  

Social Outreach Grants will be open to 

new agencies this year.  Amanda 

Gillum will be seeking sponsors for 

new agencies.   Immigration issues 

were discussed.   

For more information about our Social 

Justice Ministry and the Social Justice 

Committee,  contact Ray Nichols 609-

737-9163, acer-nichols@verizon.net or 

Amanda Gillum 609-737-9163, 

gilllumam@verizon.net or Norma 

Veile 215-337-9997, 

normaveile@yahoo.com.  

 

Habitat for Humanity of Trenton 
On October 12, 2011, Habitat 

volunteers worked on the new 

―Bloomberg House‖ now under 

construction at 620 So. Clinton 

Avenue.  We welcomed three new 

volunteers: Kevin Curran, Kathleen 

O‘Day and Anthony Azzara.  Welcome 

aboard!  It was a rewarding and 

productive day.  Our Habitat workdays 

are the second Saturday of each month.  

The next workday is December 10, 

2011.  If you are interested, contact 

Ray Nichols 609-737-9163, acer-

nichols@verizon.net or Norma Veile 

215-337-9997, 

normaveile@yahoo.com.   

We are sad to report that Habitat 

construction manager Dan Santa Lucia 

was seriously injured recently on the 

worksite and remains hospitalized.  To 

Dan and his family we send our love 

and prayers for a speedy and full 

recovery.  

 

Thanksgiving Outpouring of 

Generosity, In-Gathering 

Service 2011 
Sunday, November 20, 2011 was 

the UUCP annual In-Gathering 

Service ―Giving Thanks, Giving 

Joy‖.  The weekend was a flurry 

of activity with communal pie 

baking at the church, the 

collection of turkeys and bags of 

food, culminating on Sunday in a 

caravan delivery of bags of food 

to the Crisis Ministry and turkeys 

and pies to the Habitat East 

Trenton Center.   We are grateful 

and thankful to all who 

contributed and participated 

making this annual event an 

amazing success.  More than 150 

bags of food were delivered to 

Crisis Ministry in at least 5 

different vehicles, and 16 frozen 

turkeys and 30 homemade pies 

were delivered to the East 

Trenton Center!!!  Special thanks 

to our congregants, our 4th and 5th 

grade RE families, our youth 

group, Carol Allen, Nancy 

Gardner (pie baking and 

collection) coordinator), and to 

Louise Senior, who coordinated 

the turkey collection and the food 

drive for Crisis Ministry.    

Our turkey donors include Sharon 

McCrae, Sally Easter, Sara 

Oderwald, Patricia Radtke, 

Danielle Greco, Kathleen 

Lehmann, Wendy Evered, Meg 

Cox, the Fetters, Polly Ramstad, 

Elaine Nigam, Ruth Ramsey, 

Nancy McCormack, the Curran-

Groomes, Ray Nichols, Nancy 

Gardener, and a donation from 

Bill Neely‘s parents! 

A grand mix of at least 24 mixed-

age congregants unloaded our 

food donations and stayed on to 

sort and shelve the food at Crisis 

Ministry from 12:30 until after 

2:30 pm! Several Crisis Ministry 

staffers worked side-by-side with 

us as well. The pantry shelves 

were completely filled by the 

time we left, and additional goods 

were stowed in the basement – but 

we had so many volunteers that itôs 

hard to see the brimming shelves! 

Our UUCP workers were (at least): 

Jody Maher; Liz and Alec Warrier; 

Tara, Madeleine, David, Andrew 

and Jonathon  Grunde-McLaughlin; 

Melissa Naud, Doug, Casey and 

Imani Larkin; Stacy Hoffer, Ken, 

Grant and Chase Willian; Jack 

Hennigan; Jeanine Benson, Ben and 

Matt Platoff; Ray and Beth Nichols, 

Dunbar Birnie and Louise Senior.  

 

Hunger Never Stops 
Please continue to support the Crisis 

Ministry through donations to our 

congregational food-drop (located 

just to the right of our Robinson-

entrance doors). The shelf-stable 

donations are collected each month 

(at least) and transported down to 

Trenton to help the Crisis 

Ministry‘s clients.  Forgot your 

ingathering food bag on Nov 

20?  No problem! Just bring your 

donations to UUCP any time, and 

leave them in our Crisis Ministry 

cupboard.  

In case you were wondering: 

―clients‖ of Crisis Ministry must 

demonstrate that they have a place 

to live – but there‘s precious little 

else that they need to prove! Crisis 

Ministry serves people of ALL (and 

no) religions, all races and 

nationalities (no US residence 

permit is required), and will also 

provide services to felons, who are 

otherwise excluded from all 

Welfare services. No drug tests are 

administered. Their over-1200 

households are supported by 

donations from our fellow Faith 

Communities in the greater-Trenton 

area. Thank you for participating! 

 

 A Holiday with Dirty Hair? 

Try to imagine your holiday without 

shaving, brushing teeth or 

shampooing your hair….that‘s the 

kind of predicament that faces many 

Crisis Ministry clients as they try to 

stretch their dollars to cover living 
(Social Justice continued on page 13) 

Social Justice and Social Action 

mailto:acer-nichols@verizon.net
mailto:gilllumam@verizon.net
mailto:normaveile@yahoo.com
mailto:acer-nichols@verizon.net
mailto:acer-nichols@verizon.net
mailto:normaveile@yahoo.com
http://www.uuprinceton.org/get-involved/social-justice-ministry.html
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costs in the coming month.  The ‗personal products‘ that 

most of us routinely buy with our groceries cannot be 

purchased with food stamps – so though your food 

contributions are always welcomed, we hope to highlight 

personal product donations for the month of 

December.  On any visit to church this month, bring your 

contributions of shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, shaving cream, razors, lotions and all other 

products you‘d like to give. Please place them, un-

wrapped, inside the Crisis Ministry food cupboard in 

Robinson Hall. Any size product is welcome – regular, 

family sized, or even hotel minis. 

 

13th Annual Transgender Day of Remembrance, 

November 20, 2011 
The Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) is a day 

in which groups across the world hold vigils to remember 

those that have been brutalized and murdered simply 

because of their gender identity.  At 2:00 pm on Saturday, 

November 19, 2011, members of the congregation and the 

community gathered for a vigil in Palmer Square in 

Princeton.  Reverends Bill Neely and Rik Fire led us in 

prayer and in memorial.  Faces of some whose lives were 

lost this year were displayed on posters.   The group read 

the names of 222 people world-wide who were killed in 

2011.  It was a moving and heartbreaking experience.  

Photos of the vigil are posted on the UUCP Facebook 

page.  On Sunday morning at UUCP Debbie Duncan and 

Anna-Sara Fire presented on being Transgender spouses.  

Sunday evening, Allison and Debbie Duncan held a 

workshop on Gender Identity and Expression. 

   
We are UUCP and proud to stand at Transgender Day of 

Remembrance.   

 

Call to Action to STOP the “Fracking” in the 

Delaware River Basin 
Some months ago, the Delaware River Basin Commission 

(DRBC) placed a moratorium on the drilling of new 

(Social Justice continued from page 12) wells that use high pressure hydraulic fracturing or 

―fracking‖ of underground rock formations in order to 

extract natural gas. Fracking involves the pumping of 

large quantities of water mixed with a variety of 

chemicals, including some that are toxic, into the 

ground in order to force out the gas.  While the natural gas 

thus released has great commercial value, the fracking 

fluids that come back up with it are considered a waste 

product.  In the past five years, with the development of 

new drilling techniques, many oil and gas companies have 

expressed great interest in drilling for natural gas in the 

Marcellus Shale formation which runs from West Virginia 

northeastward through Pennsylvania and New York into 

Connecticut. A portion of the   Marcellus Shale formation 

lies within the Delaware River Basin in PA and NY. 
 

There has been great concern that, if the companies which 

want to use high pressure hydraulic fracturing to extract 

that natural gas are allowed to do so, then those waste 

products could find their way into streams that flow into 

the Delaware River, and thus contaminate the drinking 

water supply for 15 million people who live in NJ, NY, 

PA & DE.  Locally, this includes residents whose water is 

supplied by the City of Trenton, or by NJ American Water 

Company, wherever it draws water from the D & R Canal.  
 

That moratorium was at risk of being lifted on Nov. 21 

when the DRBC commissioners were scheduled to meet in 

Trenton.  There are five Commissioners: the four 

governors of NJ, NY, PA & DE, and the head of the 

Philadelphia district of the US Army Corps of Engineers, 

who represents the Federal Government‘s interests in the 

river. However, as the result of a tremendous outpouring 

of opposition, organized by many groups, including the 

Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry of NJ, and 

which resulted in a petition signed by many members of 

this congregation, the commissioners decided to postpone 

their meeting in order to study the matter further.   
 

So the moratorium is continued, for now.  However, 

supporters and scientists paid by the gas industry insist 

that there is no risk to the water supply. Pennsylvania 

Governor Tom Corbett, who has been a strong advocate 

for gas drilling in the Marcellus Shale, has expressed 

disappointment at the delay.  Governor Christie has made 

clear his preference for fossil fuels in the past, and 

conditionally vetoed a bill that would have established a 

moratorium on fracking in NJ.   

Meanwhile, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), at the request of Congress has begun a new study 

on the Potential Impacts of Hydraulic Fracturing on 

Drinking Water Resources.  The initial report of results is 

expected by the end of 2012. However, certain portions of 

the study will necessitate longer-term research projects, so 

that the entire study may not be completed until 2014. For 

more information on the EPA activities, please see http://

(Social Justice continued on page 14) 
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epa.gov/hydraulicfracturing.  

This is an issue that is worth following, for although we 

can live without natural gas, everyone needs clean 

water that is safe to drink.     ~Ray Nichols 

 

JOIN US FOR SUPPERS   

 

What is Suppers?   

―Suppers‖ is a learn-by-doing program for people who 

want more vibrant health.  The program is based on 

principles of sound nutrition and healthy living, which, 

though simple, are not easy to follow without support.   

At Suppers meetings, we don‘t tell you how to eat.  We 

learn together, cook together, eat together, and take 

food home for the rest of the family to try.   

Foundations of the Program, by Dorothy Mullen, 

editor of Logical Miracles: 

The Active Practice of Nonjudgment 

Whole Food Preparation 

No Commercial Messages 

Restoration of the Family Table 

Wouldn’t You Just Love To: 

Feel great 

Lose food cravings 

Look younger 

Enjoy foods that are good for you 

Greet every day with brightness and energy 

The only requirement for membership is the desire to 

lead a healthier life! 

Who Is invited?  

All ages: Families are welcome! 

Anyone in the Trenton area who would like practical 

solutions to: 

Stable Blood Sugar 

Delicious Meals prepared with whole, healthy 

foods 

Stable Mood Chemistry 

Easy Stress Management 

Setting goals around healthy living 

What is needed?   

Supportive Volunteers/Organizers 

Stainless Steel Pressure Cooker – Non-electric 

Excellent Stainless Steel Kitchen Equipment 

Serving Platters 

Large Serving Bowls 

Glass Storage with snap lids 

Mason jars – 16 oz. 

(Social Justice continued from page 13) 
Cast Iron Pots/Pans 

Cloth Napkins – white 

Table Cloth – Holiday or White 

Organic Olive Oil 

Organic Vinegar – White, Balsamic 

Organic ethnic spices – in glass jars 

TO BECOME A PART OF SUPPERS, OR FOR MORE 

INFORMATION: 

E-mail:   Easttrentonsuppers@gmail.com 

Visit:  www.thesuppersprogram.org 

Contact: Pia at 732-421-7008 or Nancy G at 609-240-1978 
 

 

 

 

 

SPONSOR AN AREA CHARITY for a 2012 Social 

Outreach Grant? 
 

As an important facet of our Social Justice Ministry, UUCP 

donates 100% of proceeds from our Spring Sale as Social 

Outreach Grants to various non-profit organizations in 

greater Mercer County.  In 2011, we awarded $17,350 to 17 

community organizations, placing a heavier emphasis (80%) 

on projects addressing needs of Poverty, Hunger and 

Economic Justice in the greater Trenton area.  For 2012, we 

anticipate awarding $20,000 in grants. 
 

How does a non-profit agency apply for a UUCP Social 

Outreach Grant?  One of us in the UUCP community, who 

already supports an area charity in some capacity, steps 

forward to be the agency‘s ―SPONSOR.‖  That individual 

serves as the liaison, ensuring the organization receives an 

Outreach Grant Application and possibly assisting in 

framing the project proposal.  As the January 2012 

submission deadline approaches, sponsors should check on 

the status of the organization‘s application to ensure it is 

being completed and submitted on time. 
 

The Social Outreach Committee will meet January - 

February to review applications and recommend grants for 

various agencies, to be awarded in the Spring 2012. 
 
If you wish to sponsor a local charity, NOW IS THE TIME 

to contact Amanda Gillum (gillumam@verizon.net, 609-737

-9163) for a Sponsor Form and a Grant Application.  Note:  

2012 Grant Application deadline is Monday, January 9, 

2012. 

 

mailto:Easttrentonsuppers@gmail.com
http://www.thesuppersprogram.org
mailto:gillumam@verizon.net
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You may know that UUCP has a ―Partner 

Church,‖  but do you know the curious story of how 

this happened?   Do you wonder: Why it is in 

Transylvania?  And where is Transylvania?  How 

did our partner church come to be in the village of 

Fereregyhaza/Albesti?  How long has our 

partnership lasted and what has happened in this 

time? 
 

How did we find the Fereregyhaza 

congregation?   A bit of background is needed 

here.  In the 1990‘s, our minister, Paul Johnson, 

suggested two congregational tours to Europe.  The 

first went to Greece and 

Turkey.  The second went to 

Eastern Europe in May 1998--the 

Czech Republic, Slovakia, 

Hungary, Vienna, and 

Transylvania. 
 

Transylvania was added for three 

reasons:  1) it is where 

Unitarianism began in 1568, 2) it 

is a lovely land existing simply as 

it has for centuries, and 3) the 

UUA Partner Church Council was 

building relationships between U. 

S. congregations and the 125 

Romanian Unitarian Churches 

with 80,000 members. 

 

Our church tour group asked the PC Council for the 

name of a possible Partner Church, and they 

recommended we visit Fereregyhaza (which means 

―White Church‖). 

 

What happened when you visited?  Towards the end 

of an amazing trip through the countryside, we 

stopped briefly at the White Church, which was 

under construction by the congregation.  Our ―blind 

date‖ with members of the congregation, the current 

minister,  Jakab Benedek, and his wife and choir 

leader, Eniko, and former minister, Ferenc Nagy, 

was so warm and welcoming that it melted our 

reserve.  When we returned, we formed our own PC 

committee and soon had more than 20 members. 

 

And what has taken place since 1998?    Too much 

to say, but here are some things.  One of the first 

efforts was to  help our members pronounce 

―Fereregyhaza.‖  (Note: this is the Hungarian name, 

it is Albesti in Romanian.)   In December, 

1999,  UUCP members voted unanimously voted to be a 

Partner Church with the Fereregyhaza congregation.  We 

had to work on understanding and communicating with 

our Hungarian friends, some even began learning this very 

difficult language related to Finnish. 

 

We raised money to finish and furnish their ―Millennium 

Church‖, so called as it was the first in Romania to be 

dedicated in 2000.  We provided scholarship money to 

four young people and the construction of their Guest 

House, meant to be used by tour groups.  A collection of 

books and magazines sent to the library in the town.  Our 

Women‘s Alliance has sent funds to their women‘s group.  

 

There have been visits both 

ways.  We welcomed Rev. Jakab, 

Eniko, and their son, Csongor 

here.  Also visiting were Rev. 

Alpar Kiss and family of the Barot 

congregation (sister church to 

Summit), our tour director, Eva 

Kelemen and her minister 

husband, and Unitarian Bishop 

Arpad Szabo and his wife.  In 

addition, the Transylvanian 

student choir sang and stayed with 

us on their U.S. tour. 

 

Our ―blind date‖ turned into a 

lasting relationship.  Learn more 

next month. 

 
~Carl Haag for the UUCP PC group--the ones that create delicious 

Brunches for you every so often. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Unitarian-Universalist-Congregation-of-Princeton/179998829082
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Interested in Adult 

Programs? 
For more information about any 

of the classes described on pages 

6-8, visit the Adult Program table 

in Robinson Lounge. 

 

The UUCP Relational Covenant 
Our covenant affirms a commitment to 

build loving, healthy and trusting 

relationships within our congregation.  

We make these promises in order to love 

better, relate more compassionately and 

feel the power of our human connections. 
 

Our Promises: 
 

Î We warmly welcome all. 
 

Î We speak with honesty, respect and 

compassion. 
 

Î We listen attentively. 
 

Î We express gratitude for the service of 

others. 
 

Î We honor and support one another in 

our spiritual journeys and in times of joy, 

need and struggle. 
 

Î We embrace our diversity and the 

opportunity to share our different 

perspectives. 
 

Î We address our disagreements directly 

and openly and see conflict through to an 

authentic resolution. 
 

Î We serve our spiritual community with 

generosity and joy. 
 

Î We strive to keep these promises, but 

when we fall short, we forgive ourselves 

and others and begin again in love. 

 

you could volunteer in a number of 

other ways:  helping for a ―Serenade‖ 

in exchange for free admission, to 

name one.  Read our Mission 

Statement below and if you‘re inspired 

to help in any capacity, contact Jordan 

Corn (jcorn@meredithpoint.com) or 

Marjorie Herman 

(marjmuse@optonline.net).  

(Music Ministry continued from page 9) 

The UUCP  

BOOKSTORE is  

open most Sundays 

between services.  

Contact Alice 

Harper: aharper67 

@ comcast.net     

609 737-3046 

 
COFFEE GOES 

HOLIDAY 
Our wonderful helping 

sexton, Jorge Garcia Salas 

will be on vacation Sundays 

December 25 and January 1.  
Coffee helpers are needed more 

than ever in December in order 

to offer hot chocolate and 

mulled cider along with the 

usual coffee, decaf, tea, and 

juice. Setting up coffee service 

and cleaning up after coffee 

hours each take about 15 

minutes. Everyone should take 

a turn with the exception of 

Sunday School teachers, church 

staff, and physically challenged people. 

It's almost too small a task to get on 

peoples' radar screens, but, if you like a 

hot drink after the service, you should 

volunteer to help once in awhile. A 

sign up clipboard is usually on the 

coffee counter.      ~Carol Allen 

mailto:jcorn@meredithpoint.com
mailto:marjmuse@optonline.net
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Legislative Ministry 

Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry Update 

 

 The Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry of 

New Jersey (UULMNJ) held its annual Issues 

Workshop on October 29. Forty-five UUs braved 

the unusual snow storm to gather and discuss 

important issues in the areas of immigration, 

economic justice, environmental justice and health 

care. In an effort to focus UULMNJ time and 

resources, four primary issues have been chosen: 

 Immigration Task Force: Wage Theft Bill 

insuring that employers pay the wages 

they promise, receive stiffer penalties if 

they don't, and recourse for those with lost 

wages. 
 

 Environmental Justice: Regional 

Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). 

Advocating that New Jersey not be 

withdrawn from this eleven state initiative. 
 

 Health Care: Health Care Exchanges -

 Advocating for an affordable and 

consumer-oriented health exchanges, a 

state determined portion of The Patient 

Protection and Affordable Health Care 

Act. 
 

 Economic Justice: Jobs creation -

 Advocating for legislation that requires 

the creation of real jobs, not just tax 

incentives. 
 

 UULM Princeton action team met on November 

12 and set the following agenda for the year: 

 Health Care-will explore developing a 

Forum on Health Care Exchanges. 
 

 Housing-will develop connections with 

housing advocates to become involved in 

local affordable housing issues. 
 

 Immigration-will explore the options for 

acting on last year‘s study group on 

Immigration Reform. 
 

 Water Safety-UUCP joined with 

environmental advocates to petition the 

Delaware River Basin Commission 

(DRBC) to ban development of gas 

reserves in the River Basin, in particular 

the use of fracking, until the EPA has 

finished studies on environmental 

impact.  The petition (with 66 signatures) 

was sent to President Obama and 

Governor Christie, members of the 

Commission.  Before the meeting, the DRBC 

postponed the vote on the issue.  
 

 For more information about these issues and 

UULMNJ in general, please check with UUCP 

Legislative Ministry liaisons Karen Siracusa and 

Frances Prestianni or visit www.uulmnj.org. 

 

 

http://www.uulmnj.org/
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Joys and Sorrows 
 

To help nurture a beloved community here in this 

congregation, please remember to share significant events in 

members‘ lives with the Pastoral Associates, who are charged 

with extending the pastoral ministry.   This column is a place 

to inform the larger community of major events in people‘s 

lives. Sometimes people want to have their news shared; 

sometimes privacy and confidentiality prevail. Items for this 

column should be sent to skylights@uuprinceton.org. All 

items will be reviewed by the Pastoral Associate leadership 

team before publishing (Jon Krejci, Elizabeth Silverman, and 

Rev. Bill Neely) 
 

Ethel Mae Theriault has sold the wonderful old farm in 

Hopewell and moved to her childhood home...the state 

of Maine.  Ethel Mae joined UUCP in 1962 and 

contributed to the life of our congregation in many ways 

including serving on the Board of Trustees, and as Chair 

of the RE Comm., Music Comm., Membership Comm., 

Partner Church Comm., Senior Teen Leader, and 

Manager of the Second Time Around.  She will be 

greatly missed! 

Her new address is: Atria, One Penny Lane, Kennebunk, 

ME04042. 
 

Betty Reed is now ensconced in her new residence in 

Rye, NY.  She has many happy memories of the 

Women's Alliance, the "Hanging of the Greens", the 

wonderful music.  She mentioned hanging the New 

Year's Art Show with Marie Sturken and Ted Peck--"it 

was a lot of very hard work but well worth it."  Betty can 

be reached at: 2109 Theall Road, Rye, NY 10580. 

Founders Room Gallery 

Dedication and Reception – 

Sunday, December 4 between 

the services 
 

Most congregations have some kind 

of picture gallery of people who have 

served it, usually just the ministers.  

However, the Princeton congregation 

has had broad lay leadership that has 

contributed to its rich history.   A 

small group has been gathering 

photographs of leaders who shaped 

the first two decades of this 

congregation‘s life.  This display of 

Ministers, Religious Educators and 

Congregation Presidents will hang 

beside the large signature page of the 

first members in the Founders Room.  

Come celebrate and learn some fun 

stories of our beginnings. 
~Carol Haag 

NEW YEARS ART EXHIBIT AND RECEPTION  
      Our annual Art Exhibit will open on Sunday, January 1, 

2012.  All members of the congregation are invited to contribute arts 

and crafts, such as paintings, drawings, photographs, sculpture, 

ceramics, etcetera.  Please submit one or two works.  All work must 

be suitably matted, framed, wired and ready to hang.  
 Please write the title, medium and price on the back of your 

work.  Please bring your work to the 

Founders Room between 10:00 and 11:00 

a.m. on Saturday, December 31 
     We will need help in hanging the 

show.  Please call Ted or Elizabeth if you 

would like to volunteer. 
The Fine Arts Committee is hosting the 

Grand Opening and Reception.  It will be 

on Sunday, January 1,from 2:00 to 5:00 

p.m. 
     For information or other arrangements, 

call Ted or Elizabeth Peck at 609-452-

2670.  
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Names & Numbers 

Rev. Bill Neely 

bill@ uuprinceton.org 

Parish Minister ext. 11 

Marjorie Herman 

marjorie @ uuprinceton.org 

Music Director ext. 16 

Lorraine Shiarappa 

lorraine @ uuprinceton.org 

Acting Dir. Lifespan RE  ext. 14 

Pia O’Loughlin 

ypc @ uuprinceton.org 

Youth Programs Coord. ext. 18 

Craig Rubano 

craig @ uuprinceton.org  

Programs Coord./Campus Ministry 

646-522-1725 

Leslie Lukas 
leslie  @ uuprinceton.org 

Office Assistant ext. 15 

Jorge Garcia Salas 

jorge @ uuprinceton.org 

Sexton ext. 19 

Sara Oderwald 

sara @ uuprinceton.org 

Administrator ext. 10 

Office Hours:  

Monday - Friday,  

8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Phone: 609-924-1604 

FAX: 609-924-0533 
 

e-mail: 

office @ uuprinceton.org 
 

Web page:  

http://www.uuprinceton.org 

About Skylights 
 

 

Skylights is published monthly 

except August. Three additional 

special issues may be published in 

October, March, May.  

Skylights  is a publication of the: 
 

       Unitarian Universalist  

       Congregation of Princeton 

       50 Cherry Hill Rd. 

       Princeton, N.J. 08540-7626 
 
 

Submissions to be sent to  

skylights @uuprinceton.org 
Please submit your article as an 

attachment in our preferred font, 

Times New Roman, 11 pt.  Describe 

your submission in the subject line 

of your e-mail and tell us under 

which section it belongs. 

 

 

 

 

Ministerôs Schedule 
Rev. Bill Neely observes the 

following office hours: 
 

10:00 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
TuesðWedðThurs 
Friday: Study Day 
Monday: Day off 

 

Please call Rev. Bill 
directly if you would like 

to schedule an 
appointment 

 

Office hours indicate when the 

minister is in the church 

building.  However,  ministry is 

not confined to specific hours, 

and our minister may be 

attending meetings at any hour 

of the day.  In the event of 

emergencies needing the 

attention of our minister, please 

contact him first, irrespective of 

time or day.  If necessary, 

contact Peter Macholdt, 

President of the Board of 

Trustees,  

president @ uuprinceton.org  

Next Skylights  

Deadline is EARLY:   
JANUARY ISSUE  

SUBMISSIONS DUE 

DEC 12 

skylights @ uuprinceton.org 
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