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September 4, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.
All Labor Has Dignity

As more and more workers struggle to survive, we’ll turn to Martin Luther King, Jr. for advice
on the how the church can guide society toward economic justice for all people. Join UUCP for
a Labor Day service about faith, fairness, and economic sustenance.

Worship Leader: Rev. Bill Neely Worship Associate: Marjorie Herman
Music: Brandon Waddles—piano, Marjorie Herman

September 11, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.
The Merging of the Waters

Our annual Water Communion service invites everyone in the church community; members,
friends, and visitors, to bring water representative of our individual lives to our common chalice.
There, we will merge the waters to symbolize our one, strong, congregation. We will also
celebrate the baby dedication of Harper Kay Fountain-Stevens, child of Sara Stevens and
Jonathan Fountain. And lastly, we’ll honor the 10™ anniversary of the 9/11 attacks.

Worship Leader: Rev. Bill Neely Worship Associate: Kirsten Shearer
Music: Adult Choir, Evan and Jillian Corn, Brandon Waddles—piano, Marjorie Herman

September 18, 2011 at 9:15 & 11:15 a.m.
The Still, Small Voice

This service, the first in a four-part series on Commitment, will explore how our individual
callings are clarified by our spiritual practices. With the popular Quaker Parker Palmer as our
guide, how can we let our life speak by listening to our inner wisdom? Sunday school also
begins this week, and our teachers will be ready to welcome our young ones back to our vibrant
and spirited Religious Education program.

Worship Leader: Rev. Bill Neely Worship Associate: Patricia Hennigan
Music: Jeffrey Fadden—guitar, Brandon Waddles—piano, Marjorie Herman

September 25, 2011 at 9:15 & 11:15 a.m.
Why Church Matters

Why go to church, and why join a church? What does church membership mean? This second
service in our Commitment series looks at how membership transforms the individual and
congregation. Usually thought of in terms of a congregation’s size, we’ll instead consider
membership in terms of depth; both for the person and the church.

Worship Leader: Rev. Bill Neely Worship Associate: Bridgette Heller
Music: Adult Choir, Brandon Waddles—piano, Marjorie Herman

TABLE OF CONTENTS ON BACK COVER
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The Good News
Reverend Bill Neely

New York brought us great news over the
summer when the state government, on a bi-
partisan basis, fully legalized same-sex
marriages. Reflecting an expanding sense of
justice as well as polls showing that a
majority of citizens support marriage
equality, the state legislature pushed through
an equality bill in June. The bill was then
quickly signed by the governor, and equality
became a reality just a little while later in
July when same-sex couples were able to
legally marry. Many of our Unitarian
Universalist congregations were active in
lobbying for the bill’s passage, publicly
supporting it, and celebrating the reality of
equality once those efforts paid off. And
while I’ve never been a New Yorker, I
celebrated in spirit with them. I know many
in our faith did. The bill’s passage was truly
a wonderful event.

Many factors went into its passage, but the
one [ want to hold up is collaboration. More
or less this same bill was up for passage in
2009, but it failed. One of the reasons for
that failure was that the groups working for
its passage didn’t always work well
together. There was lots of grass-roots level
support for equality in 2009, but that
support translated into many different
groups working in somewhat isolated ways
for its passage. As a result, the support was
never unified and sometimes actually
worked in opposing ways.

The groups did better in 2011 in working
with a supportive governor to coordinate
efforts in successful ways. To do that, many
groups had to loosen their grip on the purity
of their own efforts and support strategies
that may not have seemed perfect, but in the
end were effective. This is how successful
collaborations are always built; with similar
but separate groups letting go, just a little
bit, of their certainty over tactics and beliefs
and being changed by associations with
other groups. Only the most mature groups
that are focused on the big picture can be
more open, and less certain, when working
collaboratively with prophetic neighbors.
But the ones that can do that are usually the

ones that produce lasting change.

Unitarian Universalism has a long
and proud history of advocating for
full equality for bisexual, gay,
lesbian, and transgender (BGLT)
people. Our faith was one of the
first to make public stands for
equality and has continually been a
prophetic voice in the public
square. Internally, many of our
congregations (including UU
Princeton) have completed the
Welcoming Congregation
program, an initiative aimed at
increasing awareness of BGLT
equality issues within our
congregations. At the
congregational and national level,
our faith has steadfastly stood for
love long before public opinion
started to sway that way.

And at this exciting intersection
where public opinion has started to
move, but there remains so much
more work to do, our religion will
find itself faced with more and
more collaborative opportunities.
We will never again be the sole
voice in the public square
demanding equality. We will
forever be joined by diverse voices
of many beliefs, but common
commitment to equality for all
BGLT people. This is exactly what
we have worked for, and now that
it is here, our work becomes about
building successful partnerships
with groups working toward
similar ends. Can we be open to
new methods of activism; diverse
reasons for supporting equality;
theological and political
frameworks that make us
uncomfortable but propel our
neighbors to work for equality just
like us? I think so, and I hope so,
for the next levels of success will
only come through partnerships.
May we be open to those
possibilities, and may more great
news come about as a result of our
collaborative efforts.

Save the
date:
Harvest

Dinner
Oct 15

Welcome New
Members!

Denise Kendall

essica Jacobson
Sara Stevens
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@gious Education for Children and Yo@

RE Teachers and Liaisons
“Start-Up” Meeting
Saturday, September 10
Thank you to all of you parents and
friends who have volunteered to teach
RE this year or be a class
liaison. Teachers and Liaisons will

meet on Saturday, September 10, from
9:00 to 12:00 in Channing Hall.

Childcare will be provided. Please
email and let me know how many kids
you will need care for, and their ages.

Attendance at this meeting is vitally
important to the quality of our ministry
to children and youth, and a required
part of teaching RE or being a

liaison. We look forward to seeing
you there!

8" Grade OWL Parent
Orientation

Sunday, September 11
Eight-grade parents and teachers (no
kids) will meet on Sunday, September
11, 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the John Murray
Room for an orientation to the Jr. High
OWL program.

New RE Parent Orientation

Sunday, October 2
Parents who are new to our RE
program are asked to participate in this
orientation, where they will become
acquainted with the goals and methods
of our learning program. The meeting
will be between services from 10:30 to
11:10 in the John Murray Room.

Questions? Contact Lorraine
Shiarappa, Acting Director of
Lifespan RE, at 609-924-1604, ext.
14 or at lorraine@uuprinceton.org

RE Classes Start
September 18

Please Register!
If you have not yet registered your
child for RE, please do so ASAP to
try to ensure a place in your desired
class. Remember that we are a
cooperative program and that your
child is not officially registered until
you have made a commitment to
participate as a volunteer. On
September 18 and 25 in Robinson
Lounge there will be an RE
registration table, staffed by RE
Council members, who will be
happy to answer questions and help
you fill out a registration form. You
can also register online, at
WWww.uuprinceton.org.

Ne

e Children’s Worship & o
Religious Education
Schedule

Sunday, September 4
10:00 Channing Hall
No RE Classes today

Sunday, September 11
Water Communion
10:00 Channing Hall
No RE Classes today

Sunday, September 18

Children’s Worship
9:15 and 11:15 Fahs Theatre

First Day of RE Classes!

Sunday, September 25

Children’s Worship
9:15 and 11:15 Fahs Theatre

If you have any questions, call
Lorraine Shiarappa
609-924-1604, ext. 14)

lorraine (@uuprinceton.org

year...

Welcome Back Youthies and
Youth Ministry Team!!
Check out what’s new this

SAVE THE DATE: Nov 4-6
1st Advisor Con!!

Shelter Rock UU
SEPTEMBER 2011 YOUTH
Just Morning Youth |11:15—
about | Group in Room |12:30p
Every 15
Sunday
Morning
8/30— | Goldmine Youth
9/4 Leadership
School
9/9— |Welcome/Kick |Fri
9/10 Off Overnight 7:00p—
Lock-in Sat (TBA)
9/18 Ist Youth Lead- |10:15—
ership Meeting— | 11:00a
Room 15
All Are Wel-
come!
9/18 Ist Youth Group |11:15—
Meeting—Room |12:30p
15
9/18 Ist Youth Advi- |5:00-
sor Covenant 7:00p
Circle
Dinner will be
served!
9/25 Youth Leader- 10:15—
ship Meeting 11:00a
Youth Group 11:15-
12:30p

Contact Pia O’Loughlin with Youth

Group questions!

UUCP Youth Programs Coordinator
YPC @ uuprinceton.org

732.421.7008

Youth continued on page 4
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Welcome New Staff!

We welcome Lorraine Shiarappa as our new Acting Director of
Lifespan Religious Education. Lorraine comes to us from the Hopewell
Public Library where she was the Children’s Program Coordinator. She
also has extensive experience as a public school music teacher as well as
a Waldorf class teacher and was formally a member of the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation at Washington’s Crossing. She begins full-
time on September 1.

We also welcome Brandon Waddles to the staff as our new
Accompanist. Brandon is a Master’s Student at Westminster Choir
College. His focus is vocal performance, and he is additionally a
wonderful pianist/accompanist. Brandon begins near the end of August.

And we re-welcome Craig Rubano who moves from Ministerial Intern
to Programs Coordinator. Craig’s work will touch on many different
aspects of congregational life as he continues to offer his strong
leadership to the ministries of the congregation. Craig begins in this role
on September 1.

We also welcome Leslie Lukas as our new Office Assistant. Leslie
comes to us with a strong business and administrative background. A
proud native of New York City, she wore the hat of a home furnishings
textile design business owner in Midtown Manhattan for seventeen
years, which she exchanged for a ten-year career as a Fund
Development Officer and Consultant for various New Jersey non-
profits. She has lived in the Princeton area for 22 years and makes her
home in the Village of Lawrenceville. Leslie began on August 1 and is
here Tuesday—Friday from 9-2.

The UUCP

BOOKSTORE
will be open the
1st & 3rd Sundays
after the service.
Contact Alice
Harper: aharper67
@ comcast.net

609 737-3046

Youth continued from page 3

We are so grateful to our
wonderful Youth Ministry Team
Members!

Advisory Council

Parent Co-Chairs: Jocelyn Dorgan &
Betsy Marshall

Youth Advisors & Friends: Nancy
Gardner, Beth Surmont, Lauren
Foss, Craig Rubano, Jeff Bock,
Brian Schorr, Drake Baer, Alice
Deanin

Youth Leaders: Tara Dorgan, Alex
Sandberg, Nikki Ross

What’s New?
e Youth Google Calendar and
Website!! Special Thanks to
Beth for her support!
e Monthly Youth Advisor
Covenant Circle & Dinner

The UUCP Relational Covenant
Our covenant affirms a commitment to
build loving, healthy and trusting
relationships within our congregation.
We make these promises in order to
love better, relate more
compassionately and feel the power of
our human connections.

Our Promises:
¢ We warmly welcome all.

¢ We speak with honesty, respect and
compassion.

¢ We listen attentively.

¢ We express gratitude for the service
of others.

¢ We honor and support one another
in our spiritual journeys and in times of
joy, need and struggle.

¢ We embrace our diversity and the
opportunity to share our different
perspectives.

¢ We address our disagreements
directly and openly and see conflict
through to an authentic resolution.

¢ We serve our spiritual community
with generosity and joy.

¢ We strive to keep these promises,
but when we fall short, we forgive
ourselves and others and begin again in
love.
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

The programs planned and presented by the Adult
Program Committee seek to further the mission of the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Princeton by
building community; nurturing spiritual growth; and
being an active force for building a more
compassionate, sustainable, and just world.

NEWCOMERS’ EVENTS

Exploring Unitarian Universalism Class
and Series

UU Princeton invites those considering membership in
the congregation to attend one of our newcomer’s
classes, called Exploring Unitarian Universalism
(UU). These classes provide a basic introduction to
our faith, beliefs, and congregation. There will also be
a tour of the building and plenty of question and
answer time. Best of all — you’ll get to meet other
people considering membership, as well as several of
the wonderful people on our Membership Committee.
Most sessions are led by Rev. Bill.

Exploring UU comes in two formats:

On Saturday, September 24, we will offer a one-
session class from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Lunch will be
provided. Please RSVP for this session by Sept 21 to
Marty Akers at 609-737-3948 or
welcome@uuprinceton.org

And on Sundays, October 9, 16, and 30, we will
offer 1-hour sessions from 12:30-1:30 p.m. We invite
participants to grab a lunch at the church’s weekly
luncheon and bring it to the sessions. More
information is available at the Welcome Circle after
worship each week.

Wine* and Cheese Open House for Newcomers -
On occasional Sundays from 4:00 to 6:00 pm (about
once every other month). Children are welcome but
there are no planned activities. Next date, Sunday,
October 23rd. *Non-alcoholic beverages will also be
served. ~Gena Whitney

Signing the Membership Book Ceremony

“Get Plugged In” Join a Covenant Circle
Covenant Circles create community, encourage spiritual
growth, and invite authentic connection with one another.
After a check in and short
meditation, participants reflect on
and share responses to questions
that evoke our individual sacred
stories.
e There is time for discussion,
questions, and socializing for the
last 20 to 30 minutes of each Circle.
(The previous format did not give enough opportunity
for this.)

» FEach Circle is encouraged to get together socially a
few times and/or work together on a social justice or
service project.

* We grow new groups as needed, so that we hopefully
turn no one away.

* Circles meet from year to year.

Please sign up at the Adult Program table in Robinson
Lounge or contact Rev. Bill Neely at bill @
uuprinceton.org, 609-924-1604, ext. 11 if you are
interested in joining a Covenant Circle.

NEW PROGRAMS

SoulCollage@

Sunday, September 18 from 2:00p-6:00p in the
Founders Room
If you missed the first SoulCollage® workshop in June,
you'll have another chance in September. SoulCollage®
is a great way to learn about yourself and to honor the
people who are important to you in a supportive, creative

(Adult Programs continued on page 6)

This ceremony of becoming a member is for those who
have previously taken the ”Exploring UU” class or have
been in a Newcomer Circle and want to become
members. Please sign-up at the Welcome Circle or
contact Rev. Bill Neely at 609-924-1604 ext 11 to
arrange a time. We will also have opportunities to sign
the book in our worship services.

DO YOU HAVE A PROGRAM IDEA?

Is there a program or group that you would like to see at
UUCP? Let us know and we’ll try to make it happen.
Do you have an idea for a program or group you would like to
facilitate? We invite anyone with an idea for an Adult Pro-
gram to submit a proposal to the Adult Program Committee.
The proposal should contain

« an outline of the content
the target audience and maximum number of participants
time line (how many weeks/hours the course will require)
suggested dates and times
any costs for materials associated with the course (no fees
may be charged for presenting an adult program)
All proposals will be reviewed by the Adult Program Commit-
tee and the ministers. Final scheduling and publicizing of the
course will be the responsibility of the Adult Program Com-
mittee and the facilitators). Please submit any proposals to
Rev. Bill Neely, bill@uuprinceton.org.
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(Adult Programs continued from page 5)

environment. You'll create collage cards that reflect your
unique personality or Soul and learn how these cards can
help you unlock your own deep wisdom. For more
information and to see sample cards, speak to Nancy
Norbeck (norbeck@gmail.com) after services, or visit
SoulCollage.com.

ONGOING PROGRAMS

Buddhist Meditation Group

1st, 3rd, & S5th Sundays: September 4 & 18 at
1:00 in Room 1 (downstairs)
When there are two services we meet at 1:00 pm. When
there is one service, we meet at 11:30 am.

We are trying to incorporate meditation into our daily living.
Those of us who have had even a taste of this practice know
the simple act of sitting quietly together can create a greater
sense of peace. Yet, even knowing its benefits, many of us
struggle to make this practice part of our lives.

Our meetings combine a period of meditation with a time to
examine and discuss our responses to Buddhist teachings.
We were originally inspired by Meg Barnhouse's exciting
sermons on Buddhism. Lately, we have drawn on short
readings from Pema Chodrun's "Comfortable With
Uncertainty" to learn more about Buddhist perspectives and
to focus our discussion. We do have copies of the Chodrun
book to share, and it can also be found in the UUCP
bookstore in Robinson Lounge.

If you are interested in exploring these ideas and practices,
do join us. If you have questions about the group or want to
be certain about the time of our meetings as the
congregation schedule changes, contact Michele Ochsner
mochsner@work.rutgers.edu 609-924-1166; Dana
Powsner danapowsner@comcast.net 609-924-5891; or
Henry Powsner powsner@comcast.net 609-924-5891.

Yoga for health, well-being and peace of mind

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:15—10:30 a.m. in the

Founders Room

Cost: Donation to UUCP Yoga Fund accepted
Come join Shannon on Tuesdays and Sharon on Thursdays
for Yoga and take time out of your hectic life to re-center,
rejuvenate, and nourish your body, mind and soul.

Tuesday mornings class will be a gentle class with lots of
modifications and the use of blankets and pillows, ending
with a 20 minute restorative pose.

Thursday mornings class will be slightly more fluid, using
the breath to take us through Sun Salutations as well as static
poses to deepen our practice.

Please join us for either one or both classes to supplement
your home practice.

For more information, see the Adult Program Table in
Robinson Lounge on Sundays or send an email to
events(@uuprinceton.org

Young Adult Circle

Ages 20-35(ish)

TBD September Dates
Come and join us at our next meeting as we continue to
form a new Young Adult circle for our
congregation. This is a unique spiritual stage in our
lives, and our spiritual growth and enjoyment during
this time is enhanced by a loving, supportive and social
community.
We meet on the first Sunday of each month for
fellowship and spiritual discussion, and the third
Saturday of each month for a social activity. Please
come and help shape this vital ministry to all who walk
through our doors looking for such a community of
peers.
To find out more about us, look for the flyer at the
Adult Program Table in Robinson Lounge on
Sundays. You can sign up in the lounge or by
contacting Valentine Vollmer datural207 (@ aol.com

Sages

Meets on 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, September
14 & 28, 10:30a-Noon, in the John Murray
Room.
NEEDS OF UUCP’S OLDER, RETIRED
PERSONS
Sages is the new name of the Aging and Saging group.
Sages continues as a self-led group meeting twice a
month. ~Carol Allen carolkallen@msn.com.

G’reat Books Reading Circle

Second Sundays at 1:00 pm in Room 7.
Want to rave (or rant) about books and share ideas,
then join the UUCP Great Books Reading Circle. We
have a list of novels selected for your reading pleasure.
We meet at | PM on the 2nd Sunday of the month in
room 7. Our readings are diverse — we will be reading
about Mexico and the artistic circle of Diego Rivera
and Frida Kahlo, Irish immigrants, tales set in the Bay
of Bengal, African immigrants, and more.

Please join us for any or all of our lively meetings. If
you have any questions, just contact Karen Siracusa
(609-918-1016 /kn.siracusa@att.net). Here’s our list of
coming attractions:

The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver - an epic journey
from the Mexico City of artists Diego Rivera and
Frida Kahlo to the America of Pearl Harbor and
FDR (Sept 11)

Brooklyn by Colm Toibin - an Irish priest sponsors a
(Adult Programs continued on page 7)
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young Irish woman who
immigrates to Brooklyn in the
1950’s (Oct 9)

Parrot & Olivier in America by Peter
Carey - the adventures of
Olivier—an improvisation on the
life of Alexis de Tocqueville —
and Parrot, the motherless son of
an itinerant English engraver, in
19th century America. (Nov 13)

The Magician of Lublin by Isaac
Bashevis Singer - set in Warsaw
and the shtetls of the 1870s—but
first published in 1960—Singer's
novel hides a haunting
psychological portrait inside a
beguiling parable (Dec 11)

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho - the
magical story of Santiago, an
Andalusian shepherd boy who
yearns to travel in search of a
worldly treasure as extravagant as
any the found (Jan 8)

The Hungry Tide by Amitav Ghosh -
a novel of adventure and romance
set in the exotic Sundarbans—
treacherous islands in the Bay of
Bengal where isolated inhabitants
live in fear of drowning tides and
man-eating tigers (Feb 12)

On Black Sisters Street by Chika
Unigwe - the haunting story of
four women who have left their
African homeland for the riches
of Europe (Mar 11)

A Visit from the Goon Squad by
Jennifer Egan - a novel of how
rebellion ages, influence corrupts,
habits turn to addictions, and
lifelong friendships fluctuate and
turn (Apr 8)

The Sea, The Sea by Iris Murdoch -
brilliantly depicts the risks and
self-deceptions of the spiritual
life, the precarious and important
distinction between imagination
and fantasy, and the vital
importance of negotiating these
dangers. (May 20)

CUUPS (Covenant  of (Commumzy Bulldln;

Unitarian Universalist
Pagans) Evergreen Chapter

Friday near the Full
Moon, 7:00-9:30 pm,
Memorial Garden in fine
weather, Classroom 1
otherwise.

For more information about us
and our activities, contact Eva
(likelystories@yahoo.com) or
Elissa (atsilvgvhe@gmail.com).

A Course in Miracles

Sundays 11:15 am—12:30

pm in Room 8
For the month of September we
will be studying the review
lessons designed to open our
minds to the larger self beyond
our identification with our
physical bodies. This is a key
concept in the Course and is in
harmony with the tradition of
world wide religious mysticism,
both ancient and modern. This is
the training we need to awaken to
our spiritual reality as to who we
truly are. This review deals with
the key concepts of ACIM, its
core teaching.

Come join us in Room 8 at 11:15
each Sunday morning, to begin
the exploration of your true
identity. ~Hil Anderson

Interested in Adult

Programs?
For more information about any
of the classes described on pages
5-7, visit the Adult Program table
in Robinson Lounge.

J

WOMEN’S ALLIANCE

The Women’s Alliance will meet
September 15™ for a luncheon and
program featuring Reverend Bill
Neely, who spoke to us briefly in
May as a candidate, but whom we
welcome now as our minister.
We’ll meet for luncheon at 11:45
a.m. Please bring a salad to share.
The program will begin at 1:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome! ~Mary Ascher

UU CONNECTIONS
Off-Site Delegates Participate
in General Assembly

For the past several years, people
have been able to "stream" General
Assembly (GA) sessions at the
website www.uua.org. At GA
2011, the Unitarian Universalist
Association (UUA) set up a pilot
program for off-site delegates to
participate. GA is unaffordable to
many people as air travel,
registration, hotel, etc. run between
$500 and $1,000 per person and
more adding in missed days of
work. The prevalence of electronic
media inevitably led to off-site
GA representation. The intent is to
bring in underrepresented districts
and underrepresented
congregations. Three UUCP
people, Wesley Derbyshire, Margie
Levine Young, and Carol Allen,
participated in the pilot program.
Go www.uua.org, link to General
Assembly (at bottom under
Events) to read about the pilot
program and next year's Off-Site
Delegate plans. Also stream some
2011 GA sessions to keep informed
of UUA proposals, actions, and

celebrations.
~Carol Allen, UU Connections
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Board of Trustees Revises Congregation's End Statement
The Board of Trustees has adopted a newly-revised End Statement which better reflects UUCP's strong
involvement with social justice and diversity issues. Under Policy Governance, Ends are defined as the
difference you want to make in the world, for whose benefit, and at what cost. Cost is expressed in terms of
priorities, what option was chosen over another, not in terms of money. In our End Statement, there are sub ends
which give more specific focus about how to accomplish certain Ends. Several sub ends have been added to the
existing Ends to further clarify and assert the congregation's deep commitment to social justice and diversity.
One previous sub end, "Use of UUCP common space...becomes more energy efficient and contributes less of a
carbon footprint to the world," was moved to another section of our policies because much of the work to
accomplish this has been done, and now the Executive Team will have the assignment of monitoring our
continuing compliance.
These new Ends and sub ends were developed from the input given by many congregants in forums and polls, as
well as an expansive search of the End statements of other UU churches throughout the country. The
subcommittee, made up of Debby D'Arcangelo, Jane Fetter, Nancy Gardner, and Michele Ochsner, would like to
thank everyone who participated in giving suggestions.
The new additions are noted in italics.

Global End Statement
UUCRP exists so that the communities we touch experience acceptance, spiritual openness, love, justice,
sustainability and peace.
I.  More people in the larger Princeton community learn about UUCP; many of them visit UUCP and have
the opportunity to experience acceptance, spiritual openness, love, justice, sustainability and peace.
II. All who enter feel welcome, known and loved.

a. More people in the larger Princeton community, including visitors and congregants, know
UUCP is a welcoming place that values people of all identities (including age, gender, race,
ethnicity, immigration status, sexual orientation, differing abilities, economic background,
political and theological views).

b. Newcomers experience personal and congregational connections that lead them to become
committed UUs and members of our congregation.

c. Congregants active in the religious education program connect with the larger congregation and
continue to do so after their RE experience.

III. All who enter feel supported in their spiritual journeys.

a. Members, friends and newcomers experience meaningful, restorative, and challenging
communal worship.

b. Members, friends and newcomers experience safe, respectful and inclusive opportunities for
growth and exploration.

c.  All members of the UUCP community, especially our youth, gain perspective and understanding
of challenges faced by people of all identities (including age, gender, race, ethnicity,
immigration status, sexual orientation, differing abilities, economic background, political and
theological views) and have opportunities to learn about and participate in actions to promote
greater social justice and equality.

1V. More people in the communities we touch have a fair share of the earth’s resources and equal
opportunity.

a. More people throughout the larger Princeton and Trenton communities benefit from the
congregation's participation in social justice issues and activities.

b. More people throughout the larger Princeton and Trenton communities benefit from the
congregation’s efforts to conserve the earth’s resources.

i.  All who enter experience greater awareness, knowledge, and positive attitudes about
energy efficiency and carbon footprint reduction and take action in their lives at home,
work, UUCP, and in the greater world to be more energy efficient and reduce their
carbon footprints.

c. More people throughout the State of New Jersey and beyond benefit from our support and
advocacy of progressive public policies.

~Jane Fetter , on behalf of the Board of Trustees
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TRANSYLVANIAN TALES: Good
news from Feheregyhaza!
Members of the Partner Church Committee
were happy to read this letter from Rev. Jakab
Benedek, about his son--Csongor, and his wife--
Eniko, and building repairs at the church—
mainly the roof.
This relationship is funded by the PCC Sunday
Brunches, a grant from Denominational
Outreach, and a gift from Women'’s Alliance. We
sent 82,776 last year. Here is the letter from
Jakab:

Dear Friends in Princeton!

I know that august is the month of
vacations, holidays for almost everyone but
there are a few news which need to be
shared with you all.

Csongor has finished his studies, his
masters at the University. We are very
happy for him but we have never forgotten
that You have supported us, him. It was
possible only with your financial and moral
help and for that we will be always grateful
for You all.

We are also very proud of him because in July he had the so called
entrance examination for the theological seminary and he had the best
result at the exams so he was the first to enter the seminary.

Eniko is working on her book. She is working hard to publish all her 120
(aprox.) articles in one single book. We pray for her hard work.

I am busy with the working arrangements in Feheregyhaza. We have
received about $3300 in romanian lei of course from a Romanian politician
who works for the government. With this money and one part of the money
that you have sent us we will be able (hopefully) to finish our project. It is
a very-very important project and if we will finish it will be a great
accomplishment for all of us. I will send some pictures. It does not seem a
big thing on the pictures because they can work only on a small part of the
roof (if it starts to rain they need time to cover the roof).

From the money that will remain from your donation we would like to
plaster the walls from outside of the building. Part of it of course, it
depends how much money will remain available for this next project. If
you will agree with this I would like to start to plaster the walls in
September already.

These are the news for the summer. | hope these are good news for you
too.

with love, Jakab

~Ruth Tomlinson
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@ial Justice and Social Action >

DEMONSTRATE YOUR SUPPORT for
OUR Social Justice Mission in two ways:

Contribute generously to the weekly
offering, all of which goes to support local
agencies that provide services to the needy;
and

Volunteer to work with other members of
our congregation and our Partners in
Trenton: Habitat for Humanity and the East
Trenton Center, at 601 N. Clinton Ave.
Together, we tutor children, celebrate special
holidays with neighborhood parties, clean up
vacant lots, and build new homes for poor,
hardworking families, and much more. We
also make new friends, learn new skills, have
fun, and enjoy the satisfaction that comes
from doing something meaningful where we
can see results at the end of the day.
To learn more about how you can make a
difference, speak with Ray Nichols, (tel. 609-
737-7442 or e-mail him: acer-
nichols@verizon.net), Norma Veile ( tel. 215
-337-9997 or e-mail her at
normaveile@yahoo.com) or the Volunteer
Coordinator at Habitat, Marissa Davis (tel.
609-393-8009 x228) or e-mail her at:
habitatta@gmail.com and be sure to tell her
you are affiliated with UUCP!) ~ Ray Nichols

Join our UUCP Social Justice Ministry!
We are pleased to announce the first meeting
of the Social Justice Committee (SJC) after
our summer hiatus, to be held on
Wednesday, September 14, 2011, at 7:30 pm
in Classroom #1. Thereafter, regular
meetings will be held on the second
Wednesday of each month in the John
Murray room through June of 2012. This
committee  serves as the umbrella
organization for our congregation’s Social
Justice Ministry. Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to attend and learn more about
how we work to achieve social justice.

The Committee has undergone some
leadership changes. After five years of
dedicated and passionate service, Patricia
Radtke has stepped down as chairperson.
Fortunately for all us, Pat will continue her
committee membership, sharing her skills,
her historical knowledge and perspective,
and her wisdom. Thank you so much, Pat,
for all of your contributions to Social Justice
Ministry!

We have developed a new shared leadership
model for the SJC. Ray Nichols has
graciously accepted the position of
Chairperson. Norma Veile will provide
administrative support and handle
communications. Amanda Gillum will serve
as Treasurer. It will take all three of us to
replace Pat!

Each year, the Committee coordinates
several key initiatives. The UUCP helped
establish the New Jersey UU Legislative
Ministry (NJUULM) to educate and lobby in
Trenton on issues that are connected to UU
Principles. Members of our congregation
have worked with all the UU Congregations
in the state to educate legislators as to why
they should support several pieces of
proposed legislation.

The SJC also administers the distribution of
funds raised at our annual Spring Sale for
UUCP Social Outreach Grants, awarded to a
variety of community social service
organizations. Grant recipients have
included the Coalition for Peace Action,
Crisis Ministry, Planned Parenthood, Trenton
Area Soup Kitchen, Isles, Meals on Wheels,
Womanspace and several other Mercer area
agencies.

Thirdly, we have established a strong
partnership in Trenton with Habitat for
Humanity and the East Trenton Center at 601
N. Clinton Avenue. Many members of our
congregation volunteer their time and energy
to help out with Habitat projects and other
activities at the East Trenton Center and in
the neighborhood. We also support these
organizations  financially. Volunteer
opportunities are described below.

You can support our Social Justice Mission
in two ways:

Contribute generously when the basket is
passed at weekly services: All of the money
collected goes to support our Social Justice
Ministry.

Volunteer to work with other members of
our congregation and our Partners in
Trenton: Habitat for Humanity and the East
Trenton Center at 601 N. Clinton Avenue.
Together we tutor children, celebrate special
holidays with neighborhood parties, help run
the Re-store, clean up vacant lots, and build
new homes for poor, hardworking families,

(Social Justice continued on page 11)
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(Social Justice continued from page 10)

and much more. We make new friends, learn
new skills, have fun, and enjoy the satisfaction
that comes from meaningful work in our
communities. Volunteers are also needed to
serve on the Grants Review Committee and
other committees that carry out our Social
Justice Ministry.

To learn more about how you can make a
difference, contact Ray Nichols (609-737-7442,
acer-nichols@verizon.net) or Norma Veile (215
-337-9997, normaveile@yahoo.com) or
Amanda Gillum (609-737-9163,
gillumam@yverizon.net).

We look forward to an exciting and productive
year for our Social Justice Ministry. We hope
that all members of our congregation will find a
rewarding way to participate!

~Ray, Norma & Amanda
k % sk ok k %k k %k %k k %k Kk k Kk k k >k

A RIDE TILL THE END: BIKES NOT
BOMBS  POTLUCK  SUPPER &
PROGRAM AT UUCP!!!

Coalition for Peace Action (CFPA) will be
hosting a potluck supper and program with
members of the Bikes Not Bombs Tour on
Wednesday, September 14, 2011 at UUCP in
the Founders Room. The bicycle tour includes
veterans, artists and activists who are touring to
promote peace by sharing their experiences and
donating bicycles to Afghanistan. Supper will
be served from 5:30-6:30 pm; the program is
from 6:30-8:30 pm. UUCP members, friends
and the community are invited to attend. If you
will be joining us for supper, please contact
Carol Allen at carolkallen@msn.com.

"A Ride Till the
End" tour will
depart from the
World Trade
Center site in New
g"rk City — on & pide till the end
eptember 11 and a movement for peace
arrive in
Washington, DC
on October 7, the
tenth anniversary of the war. Along the way,
they are making stops in various cities to hold
educational talks. ~ Norma Veile
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CGrace Notes )

Music Ministry Ensembles Begin Again
Adult Choir. Once again, we held our Choir Open
House on August 28. All those present experienced what
singing in this jolly band is all about. But there’s still
room for all interested. Rehearsals are Wednesday
evenings beginning August 31 from 7:30pm til 9:00pm.
Singers of all stripes are welcome.

Bell Choir. Our new third octave means that more
ringers are needed. Rehearsals are generally every other
Thursday beginning Sept. 15. Previous ringing
experience is a plus, but rudimentary knowledge of music
reading is essential.

Kids Chorale. We’d love to welcome your child(ren)
to the ranks of the Kids’ Chorale this season. The Kids’
rehearse on Sundays between services beginning Sept. 25
in Room 2, and we have some terrific music to learn for
services this year.

For all information on joining our ensembles, contact
Marjorie at marjmuse(@optonline.net, or call Marjorie at
609-924-1604, ext. 16.

Sunday Serenades 2011-12. Our series plans are still
in the works, but will include a string quartet and of course
our Music Ministry Spring concert. A full line-up will be
announced shortly.

Looking Ahead — Music Lovers, Awake!

Perhaps you are a music lover, a supporter of what we’re
trying to accomplish, but you are not an active participant.
Chances are there’s something valuable you can contribute
to our ministry. You can join our Music Ministry
Committee, which meets for one hour one Wednesday
evening per month, to share your ideas about enhancing the
vibrancy of our Ministry, including helping us decide on
next year’s roster of concerts for our Sunday Serenades
Concert Series. Or, you could volunteer in a number of
other ways: helping for a “Serenade” in exchange for free
admission, to name one. Read our Mission Statement
below and if you’re inspired to help in any capacity, contact
Jordan Corn (jcorn@meredithpoint.com) or Marjorie
Herman (marjmuse@optonline.net).

Music Ministry Mission Statement

To provide, through the power of
music, a dynamic ministry that will
inspire transcendent personal
experiences, draw the
congregation into greater kinship,
and bring inspiration to the wider
community.

SEPTEMBER HYMN OF THE MONTH
With the September services, we resume our “Hymn
of the Month,” a practice begun two years ago to
increase our repertory of inspiring hymns. This
month’s hymn is “Return Again,” No. 1011 in the
teal hymnal. This hymn by Shlomo Carlebach (1925
-1994) folds in the idea of “return” that’s captured in
the Jewish High Holidays, but also asks us to pause
and remember the events of Sept. 11, 2001. Reb
Shlomo was a Jewish rabbi, religious teacher,
composer, and singer who was known as "The
Singing Rabbi" during his lifetime. Carlebach is
considered by some to be the foremost Jewish
religious songwriter of the 20th century. In a career
that spanned 40 years, he recorded more than 25
albums that continue to have widespread popularity
and appeal.

@———

1
The Mission Covenant

of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Princeton

We come together in a free and open search for
meaning within the mysteries of life.

We draw inspiration from the wisdom of the ages,
guided by reason, intuition, and experience.

Transformed through our shared explorations, we
are compelled to build a better World in harmony
with all existence.

We commit to love, respect, and nurture each other
in our lifelong spiritual journeys.

We pledge our hearts and hands, our minds and
means to this sacred bond.
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C]oys and Sorrows>

To help nurture a beloved community
here in this congregation, please
remember to share significant events in
members’ lives with the Pastoral
Associates, who are charged with
extending the pastoral ministry.  This
column is a place to inform the larger
community of major events in people’s
lives. Sometimes people want to have
their news shared; sometimes privacy and
confidentiality prevail. Items for this
column should be sent to
skylights@uuprinceton.org. All items will
be reviewed by the Pastoral Associate
leadership team before publishing (Jon
Krejci, Elizabeth Silverman, and Rev. Bill
Neely)

Sue Arnould died at age 91 on July
30. A third-generation UU, Sue and
her husband Butch joined UUCP in
1971 when they moved here from
Washington, DC. Sue was a native of
Chicago and a graduate of the
University of Chicago. She was a
very loyal member of Caring and
Sharing, was active in both the
Women's Alliance and the quilting
club, and served as a regular volunteer
at Second Time Around. She also
volunteered for many years for the
Red Cross and for Meals on Wheels.
Sue and Butch - who survives her as
do a daughter, a son and four
grandchildren — were married for 69
years.

Mark your Calendar!

October 2" will be a UUCP Open House — a fun morning
for members and friends, current and not-so- current to be
together. After the services, there will be informal Question
and Answer sessions with Rev Neely and Lorraine Shiarappa,

our new acting Director of Lifespan Religious Education
(DLRE).

So, please spread the word! We want to welcome as many
people as possible to meet
our new minister, Rev. Bill
Neely. Current friends and
members, previous

™ attendees, and any new folk
you think might find a

@y spiritual home with us.

i We’ll have information

& about our faith, our
congregation, our various
programs, a chance to hear
from Rev. Bill and the new

DLRE and, a COOKIE POTLUCK!

We are in the planning stages now and would welcome help
with this event. Please contact Patricia Hennigan at
henniganp(@comcast.net or Rona Henry at
rona.s.henry@gmail.com. We’ll need a little bit of help
planning and on the day. Easy-peasy — nothing too time
consuming!

Thank you! See you on October 2™ (and before),

~Patricia Hennigan, Chair, UUCP Outreach and Marketing Committee
~Rona Henry, Member, UUCP Outreach and Marketing Committee
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@egislative Ministry >

Update on Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry of NJ
(UULMN)J)

e  West Windsor Train Station Development: Over the past few months,
we have been working with housing advocates to support development of
low and moderate housing at the Princeton Junction Train Station. A
successful compromise has produced a mix of apartments and for-sale
homes that working families can afford and the preservation of $900,000
in the Township’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund. The ordinances
approved at a recent township meeting call for 98 units of affordable
housing in the 800-unit development. The affordable units will be 50
percent for moderate-income families, 40 percent for low income, and 10
percent for very low income. The next step will be a vote by the
Township Council on September 19 at 7:00 pm. Pease encourage
township council people to support this plan by telephone calls, e-mails
or attending the meeting. If you wish more information, please contact
Damika Webb at Fair Share Housing
(damikawebb(@fairsharehousing.org) or Frances Prestianni
(fprestianni@gmail.com).

e The new UULM Executive Director, Rev. Craig D. Hirshberg, began
working in May. She has been a UU minister for 15 years and comes to
us with experience as a community developmental organizer, having
organized a new congregation, statewide events and programs,
community organizations, a political committee, and educational and
fund raising events. The past four years she has served as Metro New
York District Ministerial Settlement Representative and District Adjunct
Training Consultant. Before that she served as the first Parish Minister at
the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Somerset Hills, Somerville,
New Jersey.

e Mark your calendars for the next Statewide UULM Meeting on October
29, 2011. More details will follow.

e Please stop by the Legislative Ministry Action Table which is available
on several Sundays each month after the services to get more information
on immigration policy issues and the affordable housing issue. You also
have the opportunity to sign up for the UULMNIJ e-mail communications.
More information is available at www.uulmnj.org.

~Karen Siracusa and Frances Prestianni, co-liaisons for UULM

First Day of RE Classes for Children and Youth
September 18

, N
Please register! §

ln.‘.\

',
KM

N
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Minister s Schedule

Rev. Bill Neely observes the
following office hours:

10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

Tues—Wed—Thurs
Friday: Study Day
Monday: Day off

Please call Bill directly if
you would like to
schedule an
appointment

Office hours indicate when the
minister is in the church
building. However, ministry is
not confined to specific hours,
and our minister may be
attending meetings at any hour
of the day. In the event of
emergencies needing the
attention of our minister, please
contact him first, irrespective of
time or day. If necessary,
contact Peter Macholdt,
President of the Board of
Trustees,

president (@ uuprinceton.org

Names & Numbers
Rev. Bill Neely
bill@ uuprinceton.org
Parish Minister ext. 11
Marjorie Herman
marjmuse @ optonline.net
Music Director ext. 16
Lorraine Shiarappa
lorraine (@ uuprinceton.org
Acting Dir. Lifespan RE ext. 14
Pia O’Loughlin
ypc (@ uuprinceton.org
Youth Programs Coord. ext. 18
Leslie Lukas
leslie (@ uuprinceton.org
Office Assistant ext. 15
Jorge Garcia Salas
jorge (@ uuprinceton.org
Sexton ext. 19
Sara Oderwald
sara (@ uuprinceton.org
Administrator ext. 10
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Phone: 609-924-1604
FAX: 609-924-0533

e-mail:

office @ uuprinceton.org
Web page:
http://www.uuprinceton.org

About Skylights

Skylights is published monthly
except August. Three additional
special issues may be published in
October, March, May.

Skylights is a publication of the:

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Princeton
50 Cherry Hill Rd.
Princeton, N.J. 08540-7626

Submissions to be sent to
skylights @uuprinceton.org
Please submit your article as an
attachment in our preferred font,
Times New Roman, 11 pt. Describe
your submission in the subject line
of your e-mail and tell us under
which section it belongs.

S

Q
&
&

&
&
@ skylights @ uuprinceton.org (é
QOO

Next Skylights (&

deadline:
OCTOBER ISSUE &
SUBMISSIONS DUE &)

SEP19 &



http://www.uuprinceton.org
mailto:president@uuprinceton.org
mailto:skylights@uuprinceton.org

