&) UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST JUNE 2011
“%..|.S CONGREGATION OF PRINCETON o

_ lightS newslettes

i Vi @coming Sunday Worship Servic@
‘;‘I‘“" V-

June 5, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.
The Blossoms of Hope—A Service for All Ages

gday, we celebrate our gifts to the world as we honor those who have served in the
idked ministry of our congregation. Please bring a flower or two to our service. We’ll
Share these with each other as we acknowledge the hope we each have to offer. We’ll
felcome our new members.

Worship Leaders: Revs. Meg Barnhouse and Chris Reed
Worship Associate: Ron Campbell
Music: Adult Choir, Kids’ Chorale, Beth Ertz—piano, Marjorie Herman

After the service: Annual Congregational Meeting

June 12, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.
Altared Space

This morning we'll talk about creating sacred space, a place in your home, in your yard, that is
especially for the life of your soul. People from ancient times have had altars in their homes. What
are they for? How do you make one?

Worship Leader: Rev. Meg Barnhouse Worship Associate: Chris Sturm
Music: Meg Barnhouse, Beth Ertz—piano, Marjorie Herman

June 19, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.

Farewell
On this last Sunday that we will be together as minister and congregation, I will offer a farewell
sermon of possibility and hope and thanks. It is tradition at this service, for the congregation to
release the minister from the vows that they have taken on ordination/installation here. My ministry
here has been a collaboration with a rich stream of congregants, who whether present or not, will be
celebrated this day.

Worship Leader: Rev. Chris Reed Worship Associate: Buzz Herman
Music: Adult Choir, Bell Choir, Beth Ertz—piano, Marjorie Herman

June 26, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.
Going through the Roof

There is a story in the Christian scriptures about Rabbi Jesus healing a man who was lowered into the
house where he was teaching through a hole in the roof. What might this story be telling us?
Theodore Parker, a Unitarian preacher in the early 1800's, said that the idea that it would take
miracles to induce humans to believe Jesus' message of love and justice was insulting to humans.
The message stands in its value, whether miracles were done or not. Do we believe in miracles?

Worship Leader: Rev. Meg Barnhouse Worship Associate: Grace Hayes-Larson
Music: Elizabeth Thompson—cello, Beth Ertz—piano, Marjorie Herman

TABLE OF CONTENTS ON BACK COVER




Page 2 Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Princeton

Reflection
Reverend Chris Reed

In times of transition, particularly those
due to staff changes, some structures
and systems can seem rather loose or
fragile. While some congregants have
expressed this concern to me, they and
others have also expressed the positive
aspect of this loosening...the greater
opportunity for creative changes that
may lead to building greater
effectiveness and strength.

As most of you know, our
religious education coordinator, Shelle
Sumners, will not be coming back to fill
the new DRE position. We have just
entered into a search for an acting
director of lifespan religious education.
This new position covers responsibilities
that were part of Shelle’s job and some
that were part of mine. If you would
like to see the job posting and/or the
new job description please check it out
on the UUCP website.

As this is my penultimate
newsletter column, I want to use this
space this month to say goodbye and
thank you to an incredibly wonderful
staff.

Interestingly when 1 think of
Shelle’s work here, aside from her
pleasant and spiritual presence, I think
of the adult programs that she led,
particularly the film series on Jesus, the
Ekhert Tolle reading group, and the
Joyce’s Ulysses group that she helped
me lead for three years. She has brought
care, intelligence, organization and
kindness to her work here and she will
be missed by all of us. We send her our
wishes for her continued healing and the
new paths that will open to her.

I also want to thank Sara
Oderwald for her wonderful and friendly
presence and for her ever-developing
skills and increased responsibilities that
have been invaluable to this
congregation and to the ministers in
these first few years of policy

governance. Sara has been hard
-working, thorough,
enthusiastic, and sensitive and
pro-active about all our
administrative needs and I
seriously cannot imagine a
better congregational
administrator. She simply saves
us when we need saving.
Thanks to Margie
Herman, our music director,
who brings so much more than
her wonderful music ability and
knowledge to UUCP. She is a
model to me of inclusive
creativity, and has a wonderful
understanding of the connection
between music and spirit, and
she has shown great care for the
many congregants including
youth and children who have
shared a path with her. And
thank you to Beth Ertz, our
accompanist, who has worked
by my side, during so many
weddings and memorial
services, in addition to the
creativity and joy that she has
shared with all of us in Sunday
morning services. [’ll always
be thankful to Beth and to
Margie’s husband, Buzz, who
created the music at my
husband’s memorial service.
Thanks to Pia
O’Loughlin, our youth
programs coordinator, who has
done some wonderful work
these past few years, of
supporting our volunteer youth
advisors, who together with Pia
have cared for our youth and
grown our youth program in
richness, particularly in the
direction of social justice work.
Thanks to Jorge Garcia
Salas for being both hard
working and good natured about
the many requests that have
come his way. He continues to
do a great job of not only taking

care of the building, but
working happily with the
many congregants who
share some aspect of this
ministry with him. I thank
him for the many times that
he has helped me out,
sometimes without much
advanced notice. And I
thank him for the Spanish
classes that he led here for
two years and hope that they
may be revived if all are
willing.

Lastly, it has been
great working with Meg. 1
have learned much from her
professionally and have
enjoyed being colleagues,
working together as the ET,
and working creatively with
each other and lay
leadership in all the
ministries of the
congregation. I have
learned from her sense of
balance between work and
spiritual life, learned from
her deep breathing that
she’ll do when I am frantic
and in mid-sentence, learned
from her care for
congregants that 1is so
genuine. Because [ have
great respect for her
ministry and for the work of
our other interim, Robert
Latham, I am considering
doing some interim ministry
in the future, after much rest
and renewal and time with
grandchildren and writing.

May you all
continue to be served well
by a staff that will bring
both continuity and new
beginnings to your work
together.
N
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Reflection

Reverend Meg Barnhouse

WISDOM TREE

I dragged myself to an early
morning theme talk even though it
was the last day of a week at
SUUSI (Southeastern UU Sum-
mer Institute) and I was tired
from staying up late singing with
friends and dancing my fool head
off. A panel of old-timers was
seated at the front of the room,
talking about the early days of this
gathering. It now had grown to
about a thousand Unitarian Uni-
versalists coming together every
July on the campus of Virginia
Tech. Here is the story that stuck
in my mind. There was a teacher
who used to come to the camp
every summer, a man who could
become Thomas Jefferson, Ralph
Waldo Emerson, or Theodore
Parker. He would bring his class
to sit under a large oak tree out on
the quad, and the conversation
would range over history, philoso-
phy and theology. Summer after
summer folks would look forward
to that class, to sitting under what
they came to call “the wisdom
tree,” they would look forward to
having the kind of conversations
where you hear and say things that
surprise and delight you. One
summer night, during the church
camp, a storm came through. As
the people slept, winds and rain
whipped the campus. Lightning
flashed and struck hard. It struck
close. In the morning, daylight
revealed the wisdom tree scattered
in splinters on the ground. As the
grounds crew came to clear it
away, church people came from
every corner of the campus to cir-
cle round. One by one they asked

to take a piece of the tree home
with them.

This story struck me
deep. I think that there is wis-
dom available to us, and that it
shows up in history, in theology,
poetry, music, art, scripture, con-
versation , nature and ritual. In-
dividuals have a spark of the Di-
vine inside, an inner wisdom
that, related to sanely, responsi-
bly, and in community, will lead
each person to truth and peace.

Sometimes the place you
used to find wisdom gets de-
stroyed. People fail you, a
church disappoints you, new in-
formation strips away your feel-
ing about a scripture. It’s as if
your wisdom tree is lying in
splinters. We are tempted to take
our piece of wisdom home with
us and put it in a place of honor,
savoring and celebrating the lit-
tle piece of wisdom we have,
pulling it out whenever there is a
new question, a new issue, act-
ing as if that piece of wisdom is
self-sustaining, and as if it is
enough, on its own, to sustain
us. Acting like this, we are for-
getting the crucial next step.
What is needed is to bring our
piece of the wisdom tree back
together with the others and
stand together on the roots of our
wisdom tree, on the roots of
what wisdom we have. We do
have it inside us, but it is not
enough to hold and savor just the
one piece. It needs to be added
to the others. You can’t walk a
good spiritual path all by your-
self. You have to be in relation-
ship to a community. Your wis-
dom needs to have fresh life
breathed into it by touching it,
again and again to its Source, by
bringing it together with the
piece of wisdom others carry
with them. Then if lightning
strikes, if all the places you used

to go are ruined, just hold up
your piece and we’ll find each
other.

SUUSI is coming up at
the end of June! It's not too
late to register. If you go
online and search it, you
might see photos, hear music,
and be able to get a feel for
what it’s like. Kids are busy
there and their parents can
take workshops like French
cooking, massage, Bible, cav-
ing, herbal lore, and more.
The catalogue is in the office
if you want to take a look. It
is good to get together with
other UUs. It is good to wor-
ship together, hear good mu-
sic, hang out with like-minded
folks a thousand at a time.
Just ask me about it and I’ll
tell you what you want to
know.

Welcome New
Members!

Helen Szathmary
Kathy O’Day
Brad Hodges

Sally Luke
Carole Latini
Matthew Jacob
Kim Hawkes
d Tim Hawkes
Jeffrey Bock
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@gious Education for Children and Yo@
N oo e [ voummwstey ]
Program

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Three of our Youthies are going to GA this year!
June 12 - September 4 Stay tuned for news and updates. ..
(Please note that there is no session on
Sunday, July 3) Summer programming is based on youth-

The RE Council has chosen the theme. "Our generated events this year and will be published as
Natural World' for the 2011 Summer’ they are organized! If you are interested in
Chalice Program. This UUCP Summer planning & participating in Youth programming
Religious Education Program offers two during the summer, please contact Pia O ’Loughlin
classes, one for pre-K/K (ages 3-5 years) through email: ypc@ uuprinceton.org.

and one for ages 6-12 years.

For younger children, 0-3 years old, the
nursery will be open each Sunday. Youth

ages 13-18 are invited to attend the adult JUNE 2011 YOUTH
service.

6/3 Youth Group & 8" Grade | 7:00 —9:00p
The Summer Chalice Program differs from Social
the year-round program in that there is not a
set class roster and the teachers may 6/4 Chris Reed’s Retirement 5:00 — 7:00p
change from week to week. However, there Party
is leadership continuity from a core group of
leaders. Every family's summer plans are 6/22 - 26 | Youth @ General Assembly! | Charlotte,
unique so you are welcome to attend on any NC
Sunday that fits into your schedule.
Registration forms for the summer program Contact Pia O’Loughlin with Youth
are available in the RE office. Place Group questions!
completed forms in the box marked Summer UUCP Youth Programs Coordinator
Chalice Program in the office. Again, YPC @ uuprinceton.org
attendance is flexible and you can always 732.421.7008

sign your children up for any Sunday that
you are here.

The RE Council welcomes your ideas and
suggestions for fun activities that would fit
into this nature based curriculum. Do you
have an interesting skill or hobby that you
would like to share with the children? If you
are interested in leading/teaching one of
the Sunday sessions or being an
assistant (helping parent), please reply to
DLRE@uuprinceton.orq . ~Liz Warrier
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(Adult Programs )

The programs planned and presented by the Adult
Program Committee seek to further the mission of the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Princeton by
building community; nurturing spiritual growth; and
being an active force for building a more
compassionate, sustainable, and just world.

NEWCOMERS’ CIRCLES
Sunday, June 12, 11:15-12:30 in the John
Murray Room.

Drop-in Newcomers® Circles usually meet on the
first Sunday of each month after the 10:00 service.
In June we will meet on Sunday, June 12.
Newcomers and relative newcomers are all invited.
The group is part getting acquainted, part questions
you may have, and part discussion on a theme. We
cover various topics, including theology, worship
and prayer and UU history. We also cover UUCP,
our own congregation, how it works and how you
can get better connected into the various ministries
and the religious community in general.

Please help yourself to brunch and/or coffee after
the service and join us in the Murray Room
(beyond the brunch room). Childcare is available
inroom 3 or 9. Please sign up at the Welcome
Circle in Robinson Hall on Sundays or contact
Rev. Chris Reed at reed(@uuprinceton.org. You
can also just join us that day.

R

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY—

“Get Plugged In” Join a Covenant Circle
Covenant Circles create community, encourage spiritual
growth, and invite authentic connection with one another.
After a check in and short
meditation, participants reflect on
and share responses to questions
that evoke our individual sacred
stories.
» There is time for discussion,
questions, and socializing for the
last 20 to 30 minutes of each Circle.
(The previous format did not give enough opportunity
for this.)

» Each Circle is encouraged to get together socially a
few times and/or work together on a social justice or
service project.

* We grow new groups as needed, so that we hopefully
turn no one away.

» Circles meet from year to year.

Please sign up at the Adult Program table in Robinson
Lounge or contact Chris Reed at reed @
uuprinceton.org, 609-924-1604, ext. 12 if you are
interested in joining a Covenant Circle.

NEW PROGRAMS

SoulCollage@ Introductory Workshop

Saturday, June 18, 9:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. in
the Founders Room
What is SoulCollage®? SoulCollage® is a creative and
satisfying collage process developed by Seena B. Frost.
You make your own deck of cards - each collage card
representing one aspect of your personality or Soul. Use
the collage cards intuitively to answer life's questions and
participate in self-discovery. Joyfully deepen your
(Adult Programs continued on page 6)

Signing the Membership Book Ceremony

This ceremony of becoming a member is for those who
have previously taken the “Exploring UU” class or have
been in a Newcomer Circle and want to become
members. Please sign-up at the Welcome Circle or
contact Rev. Chris Reed or Rev. Meg Barnhouse at
609-924-1604 to arrange a time. We will also have
opportunities to sign the book in our worship services.

DO YOU HAVE A PROGRAM IDEA?

Is there a program or group that you would like to see at
UUCP? Let us know and we’ll try to make it happen.
Do you have an idea for a program or group you would like to
facilitate? We invite anyone with an idea for an Adult Pro-
gram to submit a proposal to the Adult Program Committee.
The proposal should contain

« an outline of the content
the target audience and maximum number of participants
time line (how many weeks/hours the course will require)
suggested dates and times
any costs for materials associated with the course (no fees
may be charged for presenting an adult program)
All proposals will be reviewed by the Adult Program Commit-
tee and the ministers. Final scheduling and publicizing of the
course will be the responsibility of the Adult Program Com-
mittee and the facilitators). Please submit any proposals to
Rev. Chris Reed, reed@uuprinceton.org.
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(Adult Programs continued from page 5)

understanding of the relationships between your personality
parts, you and your family/community/world, and you and
your dreams, symbols, and Spirit. For more information and
to see sample cards, speak to Nancy Norbeck in the lounge
between services most Sundays, or visit SoulCollage.com.
The first introductory workshop will be held on Saturday,
June 18 from 9am-4pm, with a break for lunch, and is
limited to 20 participants. Please sign up with Nancy
Norbeck at Norbeck@alum.bucknell.edu

ONGOING PROGRAMS

Buddhist Meditation Group

1st, 3rd, & Sth Sundays:
1:00 in Room 1
Have you been excited by Meg's sermons on
Buddhism?
Would you like to explore how to actually use this way of
thinking in our day-to-day living?
How about meditation? Those of us who have had even a
taste of this practice know that the simple act of sitting
quietly together can create a greater sense of peace. And
yet, even knowing its benefits, many of us struggle to make
this practice a part of our lives.

June 5, and 19 at

Does the idea of meeting together to experiment with these
ideas appeal to you?

Our UUCP Buddhist meditation group has been meeting
since October.  Our meetings combine a period of
meditation with a time to explore how to incorporate a more
Buddhist approach into our lives drawing on readings to
inspire our quest. If you want to listen to Meg's sermons on
Buddhism to help you decide, the tapes are available in the
bookshelf in the lounge-- September 6 2009 (Right
Livelihood), January 3, 2010 (Right Understanding), March
28,2010 (Right Speech) and July 25, 2010 (Right Action).

Questions? Contact: Michele Ochsner
mochsner@work.rutgers.edu  609-924-1166; Dana
Powsner danapowsner@comcast.net 609-924-5891; Henry
Powsner powsner(@comcast.net 609-924-5891.

Yoga for health, well-being and peace of mind

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:15—10:30 a.m. in the
Founders Room

Cost: Donation to UUCP Yoga Fund accepted

Come join Sharon for Yoga and take time out of your hectic
life to re-center, rejuvenate, and nourish your body, mind
and soul.

Tuesday mornings class will be a gentle class with lots of
modifications and the use of blankets and pillows, ending
with a 20 minute restorative pose.

Thursday mornings class will be slightly more fluid, using
the breath to take us through Sun Salutations

as well as static poses to deepen our practice.
Please join us for either one or both classes to

supplement your home practice.

For more information, see the Adult Program Table in
Robinson Lounge on Sundays or send an email to
events(@uuprinceton.org

Young Adult Circle

Ages 20-35(ish)

TBD June date
Come and join us at our next meeting as we continue to
form a new Young Adult circle for our
congregation. This is a unique spiritual stage in our
lives, and our spiritual growth and enjoyment during
this time is enhanced by a loving, supportive and social
community.
We meet on the first Sunday of each month for
fellowship and spiritual discussion, and the third
Saturday of each month for a social activity. Please
come and help shape this vital ministry to all who walk
through our doors looking for such a community of
peers.
To find out more about us, look for the flyer at the
Adult Program Table in Robinson Lounge on
Sundays. You can sign up in the lounge or by
contacting Valentine Vollmer datural207 (@ aol.com

Sages

2nd & 4th Wednesdays: June 8 and 22 at

10:30a-Noon, in the John Murray Room.
NEEDS OF OLDER, RETIRED PERSONS AT
UUCP
The SAGES group is planning to survey the needs of
older, retired persons at UUCP and resources to meet
them. SAGES is the new name of the Aging and
Saging group. Created by Rev. Chris Reed, SAGES
continues as a self-led group meeting twice a month.
Anyone who has a comment to add to this informal
needs and resources survey is welcome to attend the
next meeting on Wednesday, April 27 at 10:30 AM in
the Murray Room. Comments can also be emailed to
carolkallen@msn.com.

CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist

Pagans) Evergreen Chapter

Friday near the Full Moon, 7:00-9:30 pm,
Memorial Garden in fine weather, Classroom 1
otherwise.

For more information about us and our activities,
contact Eva (likelystories@yahoo.com) or Elissa
(atsilvevhe@gmail.com).

(Adult Programs continued on page 7)
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(Adult Programs continued from page 6)

A Course in Miracles

Sundays 11:15 am—12:30 pm

in Room 8
A Course in Miracles will be studying
the Workbook for Students, Lessons
190 through 193. We will continue to
meet in room 8 unless it’s a very nice
day and we may be in the courtyard.
We meet from 11:15 to 12:30 every
Sunday. Feel free to visit us at any
time. We welcome your ideas.

June 5 “I choose the joy of God
instead of pain. Pain is but witness to
the Son’s mistakes in what he thinks
he is.”

June 12 “I am the holy Son of God
Himself. Here is your declaration of
release from bondage of the world.”

June 19 “I have a function God
would have me fill. Forgiveness
represents your function here.”

June 26 “All things are Lessons God
would have me learn. Forgive, and

you will see this differently.”
~Hil Anderson

(Community Building )

WOMEN’S ALLIANCE
Meetings will resume in the fall.
RevCarolH@verizon.net or 609-
924-5857

MEN’S CLUB

We will meet again in the fall.
Bob Flora at 908-874-0789 or
robertf481@aol.com

UU CONNECTIONS
UUCP DELEGATES TO

ATTEND GENERAL

ASSEMBLY IN JUNE
UUCP will be represented at
Unitarian Universalist General
Assembly (GA) in Charlotte, NC,
June 22-26 by Mirah Rubin, Craig
Rubano, Rona Henry, Jonathan and
Susan Sachs, Ted and Jane Fetter,
and some members of the Youth
Group and their sponsors. Carol
Haag of UUCP will represent the
Summit church of which she is
Minister Emerita. Our church's
banner will be displayed along with
some 500 other banners. This GA is
the 50th Anniversary of the merger
of Unitarianism and Universalism.

UUCP IN ELECTRONIC

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

DELEGATE PROGRAM
An innovation at Unitarian
Universalsist General Assembly
(GA) this year will be "electronic
delegates" of which Carol Allen of
UUCP will be one. This year it will
be a trial run in preparation for a
full-scale virtual delegate program
in 2012 with the intention of
reducing jet travel and expense so
as to enable more people to
participate in GA. Last year it was
possible to stream (i.e. listen to and
see) the meetings on a computer
either on a real time or delayed
basis. The trial this year will have
up to 250 electronic delegates who
can stream the discussion and also
sign in to seek and maybe get a two
-minute turn speak to the other

delegates via Skype (interactive
software). It will be a learning

experience.
Carol Allen
UU Connections

DENOMINATIONAL
AFFAIRS

The Denominational Affairs
Committee recommends allocation
of the funds available for Unitarian
Universalist- related organizations.
Each organization requesting a
grant must be sponsored by a
member of UUCP. This year the
committee, consisting of Diane
Torrance and Elizabeth
Silverman, had only $3000 to
allocate.

Our committee recommended, and the
board approved, the following
allocations:
Murray Grove: $1200
Partner Church: $1150
UUs for a Just Economic
Community: $250
Campus Ministry: $200
Interweave Continental: $100
UU-UNO: $100

e
os€e.
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SUMMER
Ministerial HOURS—
Search Committee The UUCP
BOOKSTORE
will be open the
We Have a New Lead 1st & 3rd Sundays
Minister! after the service.
A . Contact Alice
Candidating Week, beginning on Harper: aharper67 @ comcast.net
May 15, got off to a great start with 609 737-3046
Rev. Bill Neely’s first worship

services in our pulpit. His sermon

~

touched the hearts and minds of so Interested in Adult
many congregants.
The rest of the week was filled Programs?

with meetings with individuals,
staff, committee members, the
youth group, and the board of
trustees. Through these events, we
were able to talk with Bill
informally; learn more about him;
and share our hopes, concerns, and
accomplishments.

A congregational potluck
dinner on Saturday evening gave

For more information about any

of the classes described on pages
5-7, visit the Adult Program table

in Robinson Lounge. j

The UUCP Relational Covenant
Our covenant affirms a commitment to
build loving, healthy and trusting
relationships within our congregation.
We make these promises in order to

JUNE §

the members of the Search Immediately fOllOWing
Committee a chance to share their DTG e the 10:00 service

. . compassionately and feel the power of 2 .
experiences during the search our human connections :
process as well as providing : Annual Meetlng

another chance for congregants to Our Promises:
meet with Bill, his wife Shannon,
and their daughter Rachel.

After a second well-received
worship service on Sunday
morning, May 22, the congregation
voted overwhelmingly to call Bill
as our next settled minister. We
celebrated with a joyous reception
following the vote.

Bill, Shannon, and Rachel will

Annual Picnic
¢ We warmly welcome all.

¢ We speak with honesty, respect and
compassion.

¢ We listen attentively.

¢ We express gratitude for the service
of others.

¢ We honor and support one another
in our spiritual journeys and in times of

join us officially on July 1. We are

so looking forward to their

presence and to Bill’s ministry.
Thanks to all who made this

happen.
~Kathy, Carl, Linda, Pete, Sharon, and
Susan

joy, need and struggle.

¢ We embrace our diversity and the
opportunity to share our different
perspectives.

¢ We address our disagreements
directly and openly and see conflict
through to an authentic resolution.

¢ We serve our spiritual community
with generosity and joy.

¢ We strive to keep these promises,
but when we fall short, we forgive

ourselves and others and begin again in

love.




Skylights June 2011 Page 9

@ial Justice and Social Action >

UUCP Holds Immigration
Workshops in March and
April

For six weeks, members of our
congregation gathered for
workshops to explore the topic of
immigration. Led by Karen
Siracusa and Ted Fetter, as many as
25 persons gathered for review and
discussion to try to understand
today's complex and contradictory
immigration system and how we
might make a difference that would
improve the situation.

We Dbasically followed a
curriculum designed by the UUA.
It lays out six topics for exploration:
1) Understanding the Causes of
Migration, 2) History of
Immigration in the US, 3) The
Economics of Migration and
Immigration, 4) Security,
Enforcement, and Human Rights, 5)
Who Benefits from a Broken
System?, and 6) Seeking Solutions.
The course design and handouts are
available on the uua.org website.
We added to the session, though,
presentations from two outside
groups. In the third session, Maria
Juega, known to many as Charo, the
Executive Director of the Princeton-
based Latin American Legal
Defense and Education Fund
(LALDEF), presented information
on her program and emphasized
local action. In the fifth session,
Marien Casillas Pabellon, the
Executive Director of New Labor,
based in New Brunswick, presented
information on workers' conditions
and brought four of her workers
with her to meet us and tell their
stories.

The UUA curriculum provided a
great way to organize and try to
understand the system and how it
must be improved. The guest
presentations gave us an
understanding of the real conditions
that affect real people throughout
our area and beyond. We talked
about the current laws and how they
worked, workers rights, detention,

family networks, and many other points,
and we shared our own ethnic
background and experiences with
immigration, both long ago and recently.

The Princeton congregation
members and friends who participated
included Pat Radtke, Dorothy Pennino,
Pam Hughes, Carol Haag, Marie
Sturken, Michael Lapp, Sofia Strauss,
Steve Silverman, Lauren O'Neil, Mary
Ellen Marino, Frances Prestianni, Elaine
Nigam, Raj Nigam, Michele Ochsner,
Rona Henry, Pat Ramirez, Lisa Roché,
and Helge Deaton. In addition, we had
Jim Bixler and Mary Kay Mitchell from
Washington Crossing, and Steve Welzer
from Middlesex County with us.

In the last session, we brainstormed
ways to improve the current system,
considering both national immigration
reform and local action. We realized
our own involvement in the current

system, acknowledging that
undocumented workers keep our food
prices less expensive, our home

improvement and restaurant meals
easier, and so on. We resolved to keep
up our attention on ways to talk about
this important topic and to improve local
conditions. Karen and Ted appreciate
very much the chance to involve so
many concerned members of our
congregational family in this vital issue
and look forward to many more chances
to talk about it. ~Ted Fetter

2011 SPRING SALE WRAP-UP

Our 52™ Spring Sale took in over
$23,000, and when the books are closed,
we should net at least $20,000 for Social
Justice Outreach* — a new all-time
record! Furthermore, “Post-Sale Sales’
will continue at UUCP and on-line for
several high-end Art, Boutique, and
Silent Auction items.

>

The spirit of our Spring Sale was
GENEROSITY, carried out by scores
of people. THANK YOU to the many:
-- Donors of beautiful and useful items,
-- Activity and Booth Chairs, who set
the stage and recruited volunteers,

-- Workers — from set-up to clean up —

and everything in between,
-- Shoppers,

AND, to Sara and Jorg¢, for
excellent staff support!

Thanks to everyone for being
part of the fun and for making
something wonderful happen
for our UUCP community, for
our neighbors, and for Mercer

County charities! ~ Amanda &
Carol

*Recipients of 2011 Social
QOutreach Grants (from the 2010
Spring Sale): Crisis Ministry
of Princeton & Trenton,
ISLES, Princeton Community
Housing (PCV Group),
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen,
YWCA of Trenton, Enable,
Meals on Wheels, Stony
Brook-Millstone Watershed,
Your ReSource, Coalition for
Peace Action, People &
Stories, Hyacinth Foundation,
Trenton Environmental
Education Field Trips,
National Association for the
Mentally 111 (Mercer),
Princeton Senior Resource
Center, Womanspace and
Planned Parenthood
Association of Mercer County.

CUTTING MILITARY
SPENDING

Congressman Barney Frank will
speak on Saturday afternoon,
June 18 at Princeton
Theological Seminary on the
subject of "Cutting Military
Spending By 25%." For last
minute reservations, go to
www.peacecoalition.org or
phone the Coalition for Peace
Action at 609-924-5022.
Meanwhile be prepared to lend
support when your local
municipal council members and
state legislators are asked to
pass resolutions favoring the
shifting of money from military
spending to schools and other
local human needs. ~Carol Allen

(Social Justice continued on page 10)


http://www.peacecoalition.org

Page 10 Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Princeton

@egislative MinistrD

Update on Unitarian
Universalist Legislative
Ministry of NJ (UULMNJ)

e Ted Fetter and Karen Siracusa
led a study group on
immigration reform which
followed the UUA curriculum and
began meeting on March 21. The
six-session study group has
considered immigration causes
and history, economics,
enforcement issues and
criminalization, detention, and
benefits from the existing system.
We were very pleased to have
Maria Juega, Executive Director
of the Latin American Legal
Defense and Education Fund
speak at the April 11™ study group
meeting on local immigrant issues.
Marien Casillas Pabellon, the
Executive Director of New Labor,
addressed another study group
meeting and brought several workers
who were able to discuss the real
impact of substandard working
conditions for immigrants. We are
looking for a way of extending our
commitment to immigration issues
by taking actions build on our
discussions. (See Ted Fetter’s
separate article on the immigration
reform study group.)

e As an outgrowth of our work on
immigration issues, we have been
asking people to sign letters to our
Congressional representatives
urging them not to support
policies which lead to deportation
of immigrants with roots in our
communities and who pose no
threat of public safety and to stop
funding programs that would
involve local police in
enforcement of immigration law.

e The 3" Annual UULM meeting
met on April 2 at the Central
Unitarian Church of Bergen
County in Paramus. The keynote
address was delivered by Nancy
Banks, Executive Director of
MassAction, a similar statewide

UU legislative organization in
Massachusetts. She discussed
what is happening in that state and
how the NJ and Massachusetts
groups are working together with
other statewide UU groups
throughout the country. UULM
Task Forces reported on current
activities and developed agendas
for the coming year. UUCP was
represented at the meeting by
David Bonk (UULM Board
Member), Jane Fetter, Ted
Fetter, Carol Haag, Elaine
Nigam (UULM Board Member
and Treasurer), Frances
Prestianni, Mirah Riben and
Karen Siracusa.

At the April 2 annual meeting, the
UULMNJ Board was pleased to
announce the new Executive
Director, Rev. Craig D.
Hirshberg who will begin on
May 1. She has been a UU
minister for 15 years and comes to
us with experience as a
community developmental
organizer, having organized a new
congregation, statewide events
and programs, community
organizations, a political
committee, and educational and
fund raising events. The past four
years she has served as Metro
New York District Ministerial
Settlement Representative and
District Adjunct Training
Consultant. Before that she
served as the first Parish Minister
at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Somerset Hills,
Somerville, New Jersey.

Please stop by the Legislative
Ministry Action Table which is
available on several Sundays each
month after the services to get
more information on immigration
policy issues and the affordable
housing issue. You also have the
opportunity to sign up for the
UULMNJ e-mail
communications. More
information is available at

www.uulmnj.org.

Karen Siracusa and Frances Prestianni,
co-liaisons for UULM

(Social Justice continued from page 9)

TORTURE, WIKILEAKS, &
STATE SECRECY
UUCP's Social Justice Committee is
a co-sponsor along with the Coalition

for Peace Action of a forum on
Torture to be led by Scott Horton. It
will be held on Thursday, June 2
from 7:00 to 9:00 PM at our church.
The discussion will include the role,
if any, of torture in the capture of Bin
Laden and other important morality
issues related to torture as a tool in
international security. ~Carol Allen



http://www.uulmnj.org
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(Board of Ti rustees>

As the congregation approaches a
new year, the UUCP Board of
Trustees (BOT) would like to
welcome our new Board members.
The Nominating Committee has
identified a wonderful slate of
candidates and we look forward to a
challenging, yet productive year.

Our new BOT members are Jeffrey
Bock, Diana Davies, and Bill
Gilmore. Welcome.

Jeftrey joined UUCP this year, yet he
has been a friend of the congregation
since 2003. He and his wife, Leslie
Bock, were married by Rev. Chris
Reed in 2004 at UUCP. They have
one toddler son, Jake Parker. Since
attending UUCP, Jeffrey has been a
Youth Group Advisor for high
school teens from 9th to 12th grades,
Worship Associate, Young Adults
member and advocate, Annual
Spring Sale clothing booth organizer
and chair, and member of a Covenant
Circle. Jeffrey is currently employed
as a military police officer with the
NJ Air Force National Guard on
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst,
NJ.

Diana began attending the UUCP
upon moving to Princeton from lowa
in 2008. She became a member that
same year. She has served as an
usher and welcomer and now serves
as co-chair of the Membership
Committee. Diana has significant
experience as a board or executive
council member for various non-
profits and professional
organizations, including the Iowa
City Foreign Relations Council, lowa
City Women's Resource and Action

Center, American Council on
Education's International
Collaborative, Association of

International Education
Administrators, Princeton in Beijing
and Princeton in Africa. She is the
Vice Provost for International
Initiatives at Princeton University.

Bill has been a UUCP member since
1997. He is married to Karen Kent

and they have two children,
Savanna and Baxter. Bill is
heavily involved with local
volunteer activities in his own
community of Hightstown. Since
joining the congregation, Bill
taught the OWL program for
three years, was past head of the
Sound Committee for Channing
Hall, a past member of the Board
of Trustees, a two-time member
of the nominating committee,
Chair of the Master Plan
Committee for the congregation,
is presently co-chair of the
Stewardship committee, and, for
the past seven years, has been the
head of the Finance and
Endowment Committee. He led
the change in the transition to a
new financial software and
creation of new policies and
procedures in the handling and
management of funds, credit
cards, and fee structure for rental
agreements with outside parties.
Bill is currently a Principal and
senior management consultant
with CDM, an international
environmental engineering firm
with 120 offices around the
world.

In addition to welcoming our
new members, we are sad to say
goodbye to members who are
rotating off the Board. We give
our heartfelt thanks to Debby
D’Arcangelo, Jane Fetter, and
Lisa Roche for their years of
service. Their dedication and
hard work will be missed.

During this month’s meeting, the
BOT heard a presentation from
Patricia Hennigan and Rona
Henry about a UUCP marketing
plan developed by the Marketing
& Outreach Committee. While
this marketing plan is in its
preliminary stages, we are
excited about the opportunities

outlined in the presentation.
~Peter Macholdt

FAREWELL PARTY FOR
CHRIS REED
Saturday, June 4™, 5-7pm

Who -- Everyone is invited to a
festive potluck supper to thank Chris
for her 20 years of service to UUCP
and to wish her well in retirement.
Chris has touched the lives of so many
in this congregation: the children and
youth, parents, teachers, the whole
congregation in worship, study groups,
individuals in need of pastoral care,
rites of passage, celebrations,
governance work with the board of
trustees, Worship Associates, Pastoral
Associates, young adults, college
students, the trip to Transylvania — and
many other ways only the persons she
has cared for know about.

What — Pot-luck supper and Fun
Entertainment!!
The RE Council will provide
appetizers, drinks and dessert. Every
person, or group should bring enough
for 3 times their number; if your last
name begins with:

A-K bring a main dish

L-S bring a salad

T-Z bring a side dish

Entertainment plans are under way, let
Susan Griffin or Carol Haag know if
you have some ideas.

When — 5-7pm — so young ones can
enjoy the party before they have to go
to bed and older folks can take care of
commitments afterwards

Where — UUCP in Channing Hall

What Else — Sign up with the
congregation office:
events@uuprinceton.org with the
number of adults and the number of
children (and ages of children)
attending and what you will bring.

If you can help with set up or clean-up,
contact Susan Griffin
susan.griffin@givaudan.com (Set-up
folks come at 4pm — clean up folks
plan to stay until 8pm)



mailto:events@uuprinceton.org
mailto:susan.griffin@givaudan.com
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Murray Grove: peaceful,
affordable space — perfect
for retreats and family
reunions

Grove Gatherings at Murray
Grove: Musical/Artistic
Coffee Houses. Every second
Wednesday of the month: 7:00-
9:00 entertainment - $10 per
person; doors open at 6:30.
Bring your favorite appetizers
and/or desserts to share, and
BYOB. June 8 — Marafanyi:
West African Drum, Dance and
Song — artistic expression
combining rhythm, movement,
song and spoken word in poetic
motion. July 13 — Tom Parella:
Rock, Country, R&B, Latin,
Folk & Jazz. Kindly RSVP at
murraygrove@murraygrove.org
or 609-693-5558

Drum and Dance Fest, July
15-17, 2011: Express yourself
creatively and spiritually! All
levels welcome! LEARN Afro-
Brazilian, Latin and West
African Drumming, African
Dance and Belly Dancing, plus
Drum/Dance Jams, Facilitator
Performances. Drum under the
full moon around our fire
circle. Come for the whole
weekend, or day-pass. Visit
murraygrove.org or call for the
details.

Heritage Week at Murray
Grove, July 31-August 5, 2011
- Workshops conducted by Rev.
Dr. Elizabeth Strong — 2010
winner of the Angus H.
MacLean Award for Excellence
in Religious Education — on
Universalist, Unitarian and
Unitarian Universalist Religious
Education History and General
History with Rev. Carol
Haag, Director of Sacred
Worship and Rev. Dr. Carol
Taylor, Director of Sacred
Nourishment. Attendance at
Heritage Week will qualify as a
structured learning experience
for the “Philosophy of RE —

UU” competency, and as a
significant structured learning
experience for the credentialed
level. In your free time, rest and
relax, and have fun at Murray
Grove! Walk the labyrinth, enjoy a
pool party and live entertainment,
sing around the fire pit, go to local
beaches, lakes and creeks, walk the
nature trail, play games and enjoy
arts and crafts. $375 per person,
double occupancy, including meals;
$350 early bird before July 1, 2011.
Limited single occupancy $125
extra. Call to register.

Please ask us about volunteering
and bartering opportunities.

Don’t miss our new quarterly
electronic newsletter, the Hand-in-
Hand! To receive it, email
newsletter@murraygrove.org, or
call us!

For information and registration:
Murray Grove Retreat and Renewal
Center

PO Box 246,

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734
609-693-5558
murraygrove@murraygrove.org
WWW.MUrraygrove.org



mailto:newsletter@murraygrove.org
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CGmce Notes )

Sunday Serenades 2011

Our series concluded on May 1 with a resounding
success: “Voices of the Feminine” was gratefully
received by the crowd in Channing Hall. The concert
centerpiece was Kiya Heartwood’s new work: “A
Balance of Earth and Sky,” who rose to acknowledge
the enthusiastic applause of all present. The
representatives from Womanspace, Inc. to whom the
proceeds were donated, were on hand to answer
questions and provide information. The Music Ministry
will be meeting soon to discuss next season’s line-up of
Sunday Serenades.

Stay tuned!!

New Look in Channing

As of May 1, the Adult Choir and Kids’ Chorale have
been “elevated”. After months of deliberation about
how to create a more suitable positioning for the choirs
and improve the flow of services, we decided to devise
a set a “faux-risers”. With the help of master carpenter
and member David Kyle, there are now three levels for
choir members to stand on: the podium level, the floor,
and in between, a beautiful oak step the length of the
podium that perfectly matches the oak detailing of
Channing. Now the choirs can project their sound,
open their music folders comfortably, and see their
conductor. We think you’ll notice a stronger, clearer
sound from the choirs because of this important
change.

During Choir Sundays the Adult Choir is now divided
and seated on either side of the podium for easy access
to the risers, and so the first few rows in the
congregation near the piano are open for congregants at
all times. Please come and view the handsome new
step, and be sure to thank David when you see him.

Adult Choir, Bell Choir, and Kids’ Chorale

Our ensembles are winding down for this season, but
membership in all ensembles is strongly encouraged for
next season. Mark your calendars now for the Adult
Choir Open House Potluck on Sunday evening
August 28 from 5:30 — 8:30pm. This evening is a no
obligation opportunity for you to meet our jolly band of
singers, and to sing through the musical highlights of
the coming season. The Bell Choir and Kids’ Chorale
will open their memberships in September. Write to
Marjorie Herman for more details:
marjmuse@optonline.net.

JUNE HYMN OF THE MONTH
This will be our last “Hymn of the Month” until
September. Because we’ll be saying good-bye to both
of our current ministers, we’ve chosen No. 1020,
“Woyaya,” the main text of which roughly translates
as “fare well on your journey”. Lasisi “Loughty”
Amoa, a musician known for his African based music,
joined with Ghanaian drummer Sol Amarifio and
others for this wonderful send-off. The word
“Woyaya” is comparable to our “La la la” or “Hey hey
hey.”

Music Ministry Mission
Statement

To provide, through the power of
music, a dynamic ministry that will
inspire transcendent personal
experiences, draw the
congregation into greater kinship, and bring
inspiration to the wider community.

Wanted: Recorder players to form a small
ensemble to play for one service every 6 months.
If interested, contact Buzz Herman at:
maestro2(@optonline.net, or 609-273-6869.

@———

1
The Mission Covenant

of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Princeton

We come together in a free and open search for
meaning within the mysteries of life.

We draw inspiration from the wisdom of the ages,
guided by reason, intuition, and experience.

Transformed through our shared explorations, we
are compelled to build a better World in harmony
with all existence.

We commit to love, respect, and nurture each other
in our lifelong spiritual journeys.

We pledge our hearts and hands, our minds and
means to this sacred bond.
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Qoys and Sorrows>

To help nurture a beloved community
here in this congregation, please
remember to share significant events in
members’ lives with the Pastoral
Associates, who are charged with
extending the pastoral ministry.  This
column is a place to inform the larger
community of major events in people’s
lives. Sometimes people want to have
their news shared; sometimes privacy and
confidentiality prevail. Items for this
column should be sent to
skylights@uuprinceton.org. All items will
be reviewed by the Pastoral Associate
leadership team before publishing (Jon
Krejci, Elizabeth Silverman, and Rev.
Chris Reed)

A memorial service for Mike
Malsbury, son of Judy and Dick
Malsbury and brother of Susan
Malsbury, will be held in Channing
Hall at 3 PM on Sunday, May 29.
Mike grew up in our congregation,
and was a magna cum laude
engineering graduate of Virginia
Tech. He worked at Materials
Sciences Corporation in Horsham,
Pennsylvania, and was in the process
of rebuilding his home in Mt. Airy,
Pennsylvania, at the time of his death
in April. Mike's hobbies included
rock climbing, caving, snowboarding
and skateboarding. His family

requests that, in lieu of flowers,
donations be sent to the American
Foundation for Suicide
Prevention, 120 Wall Street, 22
floor, New York, NY 10005
(www.afsp.org).

Longtime — since 1954 - UUCP
member and former UUCP board
member Adra Fairman died at
the age of 99 on May 12 at her
home in Newtown, Pennsylvania.
Adra had moved there from
Princeton in 1998. In her 63
years in Princeton, she was active
in numerous civic affairs. She
was predeceased by her husband,
and is survived by two children,
three grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren. A memorial
service will be held at UUCP in
Channing Hall on Saturday, June
18 at 3:30 p.m. Contributions
may be made to the “Orchard
Fund”, c/o The Rockingham
Association, PO Box 496,
Kingston, NJ 08528.

Proud grandmother Marilyn
Durbin reports that her grandson
Nikhil Jain graduated from the
University of California at
Berkeley on May 14, and will
begin graduate studies at M.L.T.
in the fall.
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